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A NOTE FROM THE JUDGES  

7KDQN�\RX�IRU�WDNLQJ�WKH�WLPH�WR�IDPLOLDUL]H�\RXUVHOI�ZLWK�WKH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�KDQGERRN���7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�KDQGERRN�
LV� WR� VHUYH� DV� D� UHIHUHQFH� JXLGH�� KLJKOLJKWLQJ� VSHFLILF� LVVXHV�
DQG�UHTXLUHPHQWV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�DGPLQLVWHU�DQ�HVWDWH���:H�KRSH�
WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�HQKDQFHV�\RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKLV�
SURFHVV���6KRXOG�\RX�EH�DSSRLQWHG�DV�([HFXWRU�RU�$GPLQLVWUD�
WRU� RI� DQ� HVWDWH�� WKLV� KDQGERRN�ZLOO� DVVLVW� \RX� LQ� VHUYLQJ� LQ�
VXFK�FDSDFLW\�LQ�D�WKRXJKWIXO�DQG�FRPSHWHQW�PDQQHU��� ,I�\RX�
KDYH�DGGLWLRQDO�TXHVWLRQV�RU�FRQFHUQV��\RXU�DWWRUQH\�DQG�RXU�
VWDII�DUH�DYDLODEOH�WR�SURYLGH�DVVLVWDQFH� 

 

 

7KURXJKRXW� WKLV� KDQGERRN�� SKRWRJUDSKV� RI� +RXVWRQ¶V� PRVW�
LFRQLF�DQG�KLVWRULF�SODFHV�DUH�LQFOXGHG�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�LP�
SRUWDQFH� RI� ³SUHVHUYLQJ� WKH� OHJDF\� RI� RXU� IRUHEHDUV�´� � 7KH�
SKRWRJUDSK\� ZDV� SURYLGHG� E\� $ELJDLO� %XWWV� DQG� KLVWRULFDO�
IDFWV�DQG�GHWDLOV�DERXW�WKH�SURSHUWLHV�ORFDWHG�LQ�6DP�+RXVWRQ�
3DUN�ZHUH�REWDLQHG�E\�7KH�+HULWDJH�6RFLHW\�DW�6DP�+RXVWRQ�
3DUN���:H�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�H[SUHVV�RXU�JUDWLWXGH�WR�7KH�+HULWDJH�
6RFLHW\�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�IRU�WKHLU�FRQ�
WLQXHG� ZRUN� LQ� SUHVHUYLQJ� WKH� PHPRULHV� DQG� UHOLFV� RI�
+RXVWRQ¶V�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�FKDSWHUV�LQ�KLVWRU\��� 

7KH� EXLOGLQJV� SLFWXUHG� RQ� SDJHV� IRXU� DQG� ILYH� RI� WKLV� KDQG�
ERRN� SURYLGH� D� JOLPSVH� LQWR� WKH� OLIH� RI� HDUO\� VHWWOHUV� LQ� WKH�
JUHDWHU� +RXVWRQ� DUHD�� � %RWK� $PHULFDQV� DQG� LPPLJUDQWV�� DOO�
KDYLQJ�GLYHUVH�EDFNJURXQGV��VHWWOHG�+RXVWRQ�DQG�SURYLGHG�WKH�
RULJLQDO�VWRFN�IRU�WKH�PHOWLQJ�SRW�RI�FXOWXUHV�LW�LV�WRGD\�� 

7KH�.HOOXP-1REOH�+RXVH��SLFWXUHG�RQ�SDJH�ILYH��ZDV�EXLOW�LQ�
�����E\�1DWKDQLHO�.HOOXP��,W�LV�WKH�ROGHVW�UHVLGHQWLDO�VWUXFWXUH�
VWLOO� VWDQGLQJ� WKDW�ZDV�FRQVWUXFWHG� LQ�+RXVWRQ�� �5HPDUNDEO\��
WKH� VWUXFWXUH� UHWDLQV� LWV� RULJLQDO� EULFN�ZDOOV�PDGH� IURP� FOD\��
REWDLQHG� IURP� %XIIDOR� %D\RX�� � 7KH� KRPH� IHDWXUHV� D� ZUDS-
DURXQG� SRUFK� DQG� LV� UHPLQLVFHQW� RI� WKH�*UHHN�5HYLYDO� VW\OH�
FRPPRQO\� IRXQG� LQ� /RXLVLDQD�� � 7KH� 1REOH� IDPLO\� ODWHU� DF�
TXLUHG� WKH� KRPH� DQG� LQ� ������ LW�ZDV� UHGHVLJQHG� E\�=HUYLDK�

1REOH�DQG�KHU�GDXJKWHU��&DWKHULQH��WR�EHFRPH�RQH�RI�WKH�ILUVW�
VFKRROV�LQ�+RXVWRQ��� 

6HYHUDO�KLVWRULF�SURSHUWLHV�VHUYH�DV�UHPLQGHUV�RI�WKH�ODUJH�LP�
PLJUDQW� SRSXODWLRQ� WKDW� FDPH� WR� 7H[DV� LQ� WKH� ��WK� FHQWXU\����
7KH� 6DQ� )HOLSH� &RWWDJH�� SLFWXUHG� RQ� SDJH� ILYH� DQG� EXLOW� LQ�
������LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�W\SH�RI�DUFKLWHFWXUH�XVHG�E\�*HUPDQ�LP�
PLJUDQWV���7KRXJK�WKH�KRXVH�ZDV�RFFXSLHG�FKLHIO\�E\�*HUPDQ�
IDPLOLHV�� WKHUH� ZHUH� DOVR� WKRVH� IURP� (QJODQG�� ,UHODQG�� DQG�
6ZLW]HUODQG�ZKR�OLYHG�WKHUH�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV���$QRWKHU�VWULNLQJ�
H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�LQIOXHQFH�RI�*HUPDQ�DQG�6ZLVV�LPPLJUDQWV�LQ�
��WK�FHQWXU\�+RXVWRQ�LV�6W��-RKQ�&KXUFK�� �%XLOW� LQ�������WKH�
FKXUFK¶V�DUFKLWHFWXUH�H[KLELWV�D� ORFDO� WDNH�RQ� WKH�*RWKLF�5H�
YLYDO� VW\OH� WKDW�ZDV�SRSXODU�DW� WKDW� WLPH�� � ,W�ZDV�EXLOW� WR�DF�
FRPPRGDWH� WKH�(YDQJHOLFDO�/XWKHUDQ� FRQJUHJDWLRQ� RI� LPPL�
JUDQW�IDUPHUV�ZKR�OLYHG�QRUWKZHVW�RI�+RXVWRQ��� 

,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� YDULRXV� LPPLJUDQW� SRSXODWLRQV� VHWWOLQJ� LQ�
+RXVWRQ��VHWWOHUV�DQG�IRUPHU�VODYHV�FDPH�IURP�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�ILQG�QHZ�KRPHV�DIWHU�WKH�&LYLO�:DU���7KH�
<DWHV� +RXVH�� EXLOW� LQ� ����� DQG� SLFWXUHG� RQ� SDJH� ILYH�� ZDV�
FRQVWUXFWHG� E\� DQ� HPDQFLSDWHG� VODYH�� 5HYHUHQG� -RKQ�+HQU\�
<DWHV���7KH�KRPH�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�HUHFWHG�LQ�)UHHGPHQ¶V�7RZQ��
D�+RXVWRQ�FRPPXQLW\�EXLOW�E\�IRUPHU�VODYHV���7KH�WLPLQJ�RI�
WKLV� KRPH¶V� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� LV� VLJQLILFDQW� EHFDXVH� LW� RFFXUUHG�
RQO\�ILYH�\HDUV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�SDVVDJH�RI�WKH���WK�$PHQGPHQW��
GHPRQVWUDWLQJ� WKH� UHVLOLHQFH� DQG� GHWHUPLQDWLRQ� RI� WKLV� FRP�
PXQLW\�WR�LQWHJUDWH�LQWR�VRFLHW\�DV�D�IUHH�SHRSOH��� 

7KH�)RXUWK�:DUG�&RWWDJH��IHDWXUHG�RQ�SDJH�IRXU��HYLQFHV�DQ�
RWKHU�H[DPSOH�RI�+RXVWRQ¶V�FKDQJLQJ�ODQGVFDSH�DIWHU�WKH�&LY�
LO�:DU�� � 7KH� FRWWDJH�ZDV� RULJLQDOO\� EXLOW� E\�*HUPDQ� LPPL�
JUDQWV�LQ�ZKDW�ODWHU�EHFDPH�)UHHGPHQ¶V�7RZQ�� 

Preserving the Legacy of our 
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LAYING THE GROUNDWORK 

Meeting with Your Attorney 
<RXU�DWWRUQH\�ZLOO�QHHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�SUHSDUH�
DQ� DSSOLFDWLRQ� WR� SUREDWH� D�:LOO� RU� DGPLQLVWHU� DQ� HVWDWH�� � ,Q�
RUGHU� WR� PRYH� IRUZDUG� LQ� D� WLPHO\� PDQQHU�� LW� LV� KHOSIXO� WR�
KDYH� WKHVH� GHWDLOV� DQG� GRFXPHQWV� ZLWK� \RX� ZKHQ� \RX�PHHW�
ZLWK�\RXU�DWWRUQH\�IRU�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH� 
· 'HFHGHQW¶V�QDPH� 
· &RS\�RI�GHFHGHQW¶V�'HDWK�&HUWLILFDWH� 
· 'DWHV�RI�GHFHGHQW¶V�ELUWK�DQG�GHDWK� 
· 'HFHGHQW¶V�DJH�DW�WKH�GDWH�RI�GHDWK� 
· &RXQW\�LQ�ZKLFK�GHFHGHQW�GLHG� 
· 'HFHGHQW¶V�DGGUHVV�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�GHDWK� 
· 7KH� FRXQW\� ZKHUH� WKH�PDMRULW\� RI� GHFHGHQW¶V� DVVHWV� DUH�

ORFDWHG� 
· 'HFHGHQW¶V�SDUHQWV¶�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 
· 'HFHGHQW¶V�VLEOLQJV¶�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 
· 'HFHGHQW¶V� FKLOGUHQ¶V� LQIRUPDWLRQ� �LQFOXGLQJ� DGRSWHG�

FKLOGUHQ�� 
· 'HFHGHQW¶V�VSRXVH¶V�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 
· ,QIRUPDWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�DOO�PDUULDJHV�DQG�GLYRUFHV� 
· :KHWKHU�GHFHGHQW¶V�VSRXVH�LV�D�FRPPRQ�ODZ�VSRXVH� 
· 1DPH� DQG� DGGUHVV� RI� WKH� DSSOLFDQW� DQG� WKH� DSSOLFDQW¶V�

UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�GHFHGHQW� 
· *HQHUDO�LGHD�RI�WKH�YDOXH�RI�GHFHGHQW¶V�HVWDWH� 
· 2ULJLQDO�RU�FRS\�RI�WKH�:LOO��LI�DSSOLFDEOH�� 
· &RS\�RI�WKH�WUXVW��LI�DSSOLFDEOH���DQG 
· 5HDVRQ� IRU� WKH� QHHG� WR� DGPLQLVWHU� WKH� HVWDWH� �LQ� DGPLQ�

LVWUDWLRQ�SURFHHGLQJV�� 

Familiarize Yourself with Vocabulary 
$FFRXQWLQJ��$�GRFXPHQW�WKDW�VHWV�RXW�WKH�SURSHU W\�ZKLFK�
FDPH� LQWR� WKH�KDQGV�RI� WKH� ILGXFLDU\�� WKH�GLVSRVLWLRQ�RI� VXFK�
SURSHUW\�� WKH� GHEWV� RU� H[SHQVHV� WKDW�ZHUH� SDLG�� DQ\�GHEWV� RU�
H[SHQVHV�UHPDLQLQJ�WR�EH�SDLG��DQG�SURSHUW\�UHPDLQLQJ�LQ�WKH�
HVWDWH���� 
$GPLQLVWUDWRU��$�SHUVRQ�DSSRLQWHG�E\�D�FRXU W�WR�DGPLQLV�
WHU�WKH�HVWDWH�RI�D�GHFHDVHG�SHUVRQ�ZKR�GLHG�LQWHVWDWH�RU�ZLWK�D�
:LOO�EXW�IDLOHG�WR�QDPH�D�SHUVRQ�LQ�VXFK�:LOO�WR�VHUYH�DV�([�
HFXWRU�ZKR�LV�DEOH�DQG�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VR�VHUYH���6R�ORQJ�DV�DOO�GLV�
WULEXWHV�DJUHH��DQ�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�PD\�VHUYH�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�DQG�
IUHH�RI�FRXUW�VXSHUYLVLRQ� 
$WWRUQH\�$G�/LWHP��$Q�DWWRUQH\�DSSRLQWHG�E\�D�FRXU W� WR�
UHSUHVHQW� DQG� DGYRFDWH� RQ� EHKDOI� RI� XQNQRZQ�� PLVVLQJ�� RU�
LQFDSDFLWDWHG�KHLUV� 
&UHGLWRU� &ODLP��&ODLP� IRU � PRQH\� DJDLQVW� DQ� HVWDWH�� � ,Q�
GHSHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV��FODLPV�DUH�FODVVLILHG�DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
SULRULW\�ZLWK��IXQHUDO�H[SHQVHV�WDNLQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�SULRULW\� 

'LVWULEXWHH��$�SHUVRQ�ZKR�LV�HQWLWOHG�WR�D�SDU W�RI�WKH�HVWDWH�
RI�D�GHFHGHQW�XQGHU�D�ODZIXO�:LOO�RU�SXUVXDQW�WR�D�-XGJPHQW�
'HFODULQJ�+HLUVKLS� 
([HFXWRU�� 7KH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� RI� DQ� HVWDWH� DS�
SRLQWHG�SXUVXDQW�WR�WKH�:LOO�RI�D�GHFHGHQW��2IWHQ��DQ�([HFXWRU�
LQ�7H[DV�VHUYHV�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�DQG�IUHH�RI�FRXUW�VXSHUYLVLRQ� 
(VWDWH��7KH� SUREDWH� HVWDWH� RI� D� GHFHGHQW� FRQVLVWV� RI� UHDO�
DQG� SHUVRQDO� SURSHUW\� RZQHG� E\� WKH� GHFHGHQW� RQ� WKH� GHFH�
GHQW¶V�GDWH�RI�GHDWK�DQG�QRW�SDVVLQJ�WR�RWKHUV�YLD�EHQHILFLDU\�
GHVLJQDWLRQ��D�SD\�RQ�GHDWK�SURYLVLRQ��D�MRLQW�WHQDQW�ZLWK�ULJKW�
RI� VXUYLYRUVKLS� DJUHHPHQW�� RU� VRPH� RWKHU� WUDQVIHU� UHODWHG�
DJUHHPHQW� 
)DPLO\� 6HWWOHPHQW� $JUHHPHQW�� $� VSHFLILF� W\SH� RI� VHWWOH�
PHQW� DJUHHPHQW�� XVXDOO\� HQWHUHG� LQWR�ZKHQ�SRWHQWLDO� EHQHIL�
FLDULHV�DQG�RWKHU�LQWHUHVWHG�SDUWLHV�DUH�FRQVLGHULQJ�FRQWHVWLQJ�
D�:LOO
V�YDOLGLW\�RU�WKH�KHLUVKLS�RI�D�GHFHGHQW� 
)LGXFLDU\��$Q\RQH�ZKR�KROGV�FRQWURO�RU �FXVWRG\�RYHU �WKH�
IXQGV�RU�SURSHUW\�IRU�WKH�EHQHILW�RI�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ� 
)LGXFLDU\�'XWLHV��)LGXFLDU LHV�RZH� WKRVH� WKH\� VHUYH�GXWLHV�
RI� OR\DOW\�DQG�JRRG� IDLWK�� LQWHJULW\�RI� WKH� VWULFWHVW�NLQG�� IDLU��
KRQHVW�GHDOLQJ��DQG�WKH�GXW\�RI�IXOO�GLVFORVXUH� 
+HLU��$� SHUVRQ�ZKR� LV� HQWLWOHG� XQGHU � WKH� VWDWXWHV� RI� GH�
VFHQW�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�WR�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�HVWDWH�RI�D�GHFHGHQW�ZKR�
GLHV�LQWHVWDWH� 
+HLUVKLS��3URFHVV� E\� ZKLFK� WKH� FRXUW� GHWHUPLQHV� ZKR� LV�
HQWLWOHG� WR� WKH� DVVHWV� RI� D� GHFHGHQW¶V� HVWDWH� SXUVXDQW� WR� WKH�
ODZV�RI�GHVFHQW�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�ZKHQ�WKH�GHFHGHQW�GLHG�LQWHV�
WDWH�RU� OHIW�D�:LOO�EXW�WKH�:LOO� IDLOHG� WR�GLVSRVH�RI�DOO�RI� WKH�
GHFHGHQW¶V�SURSHUW\� 
,QWHUHVWHG� 3HUVRQ��$Q� KHLU �� GHYLVHH�� VSRXVH�� FUHGLWRU �� RU �
DQ\�RWKHU�SHUVRQ�KDYLQJ�D�SURSHUW\�ULJKW�LQ�RU�FODLP�DJDLQVW�DQ�
HVWDWH�EHLQJ�DGPLQLVWHUHG� 
,QWHVWDWH��8VHG�WR�GHVFU LEH�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�GLHV�ZLWKRXW�OHDY�
LQJ�D�YDOLG�/DVW�:LOO�DQG�7HVWDPHQW� 
,QYHQWRU\��$�OLVW�RI�HVWDWH�DVVHWV�FRPLQJ�LQWR�WKH�KDQGV�RI�
WKH�([HFXWRU�RU�$GPLQLVWUDWRU� 
/HWWHUV� RI� $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�� $� GRFXPHQW� LVVXHG� E\� WKH�
&RXQW\�&OHUN� LQGLFDWLQJ� WKDW� WKH�SHUVRQ�QDPHG� LV�DXWKRUL]HG�
WR�DFW�DV�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�IRU�D�GHFHGHQW¶V�HVWDWH��/HWWHUV�RI�$G�
PLQLVWUDWLRQ� DUH� LVVXHG� ZKHQ� WKH� GHFHGHQW� GLHG� LQWHVWDWH� RU�
IDLOHG�WR�QDPH�DQ�([HFXWRU�LQ�D�:LOO�ZKR�LV�ZLOOLQJ�DQG�DEOH�
WR�VR�VHUYH� 
/HWWHUV�7HVWDPHQWDU\��$�GRFXPHQW� LVVXHG�E\� WKH�&RXQW\�
&OHUN�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�SHUVRQ�QDPHG�LV�DXWKRUL]HG�WR�DFW�DV�
([HFXWRU�IRU�D�GHFHGHQW¶V�HVWDWH�SXUVXDQW�WR�DQ�DSSRLQWPHQW�LQ�
D�:LOO� 
:LOO���$�OHJDO�GRFXPHQW�WKDW��LI�DGPLWWHG�WR�SUREDWH��W\SL�
FDOO\�QDPHV�EHQHILFLDULHV�DQG�ILGXFLDULHV� 
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Probating a Will 
2QH�RI�WKH�ILUVW�VWHSV�LQ�DGPLQLVWHULQJ�D�ORYHG�RQH¶V�HVWDWH�LV�
WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�KH�RU�VKH�KDG�D�:LOO��,I�\RXU�ORYHG�RQH�
KDG� EHHQ� ZRUNLQJ� RQ� WKHLU� HVWDWH� SODQQLQJ�� LW� LV� OLNHO\� WKDW�
WKH\�KLUHG�DQ�DWWRUQH\�WR�KHOS�WKHP���7KLV�DWWRUQH\�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�
WR�DVVLVW�LQ�ORFDWLQJ�DQ\�HVWDWH�SODQQLQJ�GRFXPHQWV���,I�\RX�DUH�
XQVXUH�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�\RXU� ORYHG�RQH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�DQ�DWWRU�
QH\��KH�RU�VKH�PD\�KDYH�ILOHV�LQ�WKHLU�KRPH�RU�RIILFH�WKDW�FRQ�
WDLQ�UHFRUGV�RI�PHHWLQJV�DQG�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�ZLWK�D�ODZ\HU��RU�
GUDIWV�RI�HVWDWH�SODQQLQJ�GRFXPHQWV���,W�LV�FUXFLDO�WR�ORFDWH�DQ\�
:LOOV�WKDW�\RXU�ORYHG�RQH�PD\�KDYH�OHIW�EHKLQG���,I�D�:LOO�H[�
LVWV��LW�PD\�EH�ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW�IRU�SUREDWH���,I�D�:LOO�LV�QRW�
ORFDWHG��WKH�HVWDWH�PD\�UHTXLUH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LQ�DEVHQFH�RI�D�
:LOO� 

Steps to Probate a Will 
$SSOLFDWLRQ� WR�3UREDWH�/DVW�:LOO� DQG�7HVWDPHQW�DQG� IRU�
,VVXDQFH�RI�/HWWHUV�7HVWDPHQWDU\� 
2QFH�WKH�:LOO�LV�ORFDWHG��DQ�$SSOLFDWLRQ�WR�3UREDWH�/DVW�:LOO�
DQG�7HVWDPHQW�DQG�IRU�,VVXDQFH�RI�/HWWHUV�7HVWDPHQWDU\�PD\�
EH� ILOHG�� � 7KH� $SSOLFDWLRQ� GHVFULEHV� WKH� EDFNJURXQG� RI� WKH�
GHFHGHQW��VWDWHV�UHOHYDQW�SDUWLHV��DQG�QDPHV�WKH�SURSRVHG�([�
HFXWRU�ZKR�ZLOO�EHJLQ�DGPLQLVWHULQJ�WKH�(VWDWH���,Q�WKLV�ILOLQJ��
WKH� DSSOLFDQW� DOVR� UHTXHVWV� WKH� FRXUW� WR� LVVXH� /HWWHUV� 7HVWD�
PHQWDU\�� ZKLFK� DUH� GRFXPHQWV� WKDW� FDQ� EH� WDNHQ� WR� EDQNV��
LQVXUDQFH� FRPSDQLHV�� DQG� RWKHU� LQVWLWXWLRQV� WR� LQIRUP� WKHP�
WKDW�WKH�FRXUW�KDV�DXWKRUL]HG�WKH�([HFXWRU�WR�KDQGOH�WKH�DIIDLUV�
RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW���$�FRS\�RI�WKH�:LOO�DQG�DQ\�&RGLFLOV�PXVW�EH�
ILOHG�ZLWK� WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�� �7KH�DSSOLFDQW�PD\� VHW� D�KHDULQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW�VR�WKDW�D�MXGJH�PD\�KHDU�WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�� 
&LYLO�&DVH�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6KHHW 
$�&LYLO�&DVH�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6KHHW�LV�D�VKRUW�IRUP�WKDW�GHWDLOV�IRU�
WKH�FRXUW�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�LQIRUPDWLRQ��QDPHV�RI�WKH�SDUWLHV��DQG�
WKH�DWWRUQH\¶V�QDPH�DQG�FRQWDFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ���7KLV�IRUP�KHOSV�

WKH� FOHUN� WR� DVVLJQ� D� FDXVH� QXPEHU�� HQDEOLQJ� WKH� FDVH� WR� EH�
HDVLO\�WUDFNHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXUW�V\VWHP� 
2ULJLQDO�:LOO�DQG�&RGLFLO 
:LWKLQ� WKUHH� EXVLQHVV� GD\V� RI� ILOLQJ� WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ� WR� 3UR�
EDWH� WKH�/DVW�:LOO� DQG�7HVWDPHQW�� WKH�RULJLQDO�:LOO�PXVW�EH�
ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH�FOHUN¶V�RIILFH���,I�DQ\�&RGLFLOV�ZHUH�H[HFXWHG�LQ�
DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� :LOO�� WKH� RULJLQDO� &RGLFLOV� PXVW� EH� ILOHG� DV�
ZHOO� 
3URRI�RI�'HDWK 
,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� DIRUHPHQWLRQHG� GRFXPHQWV�� WKH� 3URRI� RI�
'HDWK�WHVWLPRQ\�PXVW�EH�SUHSDUHG�DQG�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�FRXUW�RQ�
WKH�GDWH�RI� WKH�KHDULQJ�� �7KH�3URRI�RI�'HDWK� WHVWLPRQ\�FRQ�
WDLQV� WKH� GHFHGHQW¶V� QDPH�� GDWH� RI� GHDWK�� SODFH� ZKHUH� WKH�
GHDWK� RFFXUUHG�� GRPLFLOH�� DQG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� WKH� GHFH�
GHQW¶V�IDPLO\�DQG�PDULWDO�KLVWRU\� 
+HDULQJ 
$IWHU�SRVWLQJ�WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�DQG�:LOO�IRU�D�PLQLPXP�RI����
GD\V��D�KHDULQJ�PD\�WDNH�SODFH�� �$W�WKH�KHDULQJ��D�MXGJH�ZLOO�
GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WR�DGPLW�WKH�:LOO�IRU�SUREDWH���7KH�
MXGJH�ZLOO�KHDU�WHVWLPRQ\�RQ�WKH�3URRI�RI�'HDWK�DW� WKLV�WLPH���
,I� WKH� MXGJH� GHWHUPLQHV� WKDW� WKH�:LOO� VKRXOG� EH� DGPLWWHG� WR�
SUREDWH��WKH�MXGJH�ZLOO�VLJQ�DQ�2UGHU�$GPLWWLQJ�:LOO� WR�3UR�
EDWH�DQG�IRU�,VVXDQFH�RI�/HWWHUV�7HVWDPHQWDU\��� 
2DWK�DQG�%RQG 
2QFH� WKH�2UGHU� KDV� EHHQ� VLJQHG� DGPLWWLQJ� WKH�:LOO� IRU� SUR�
EDWH��WKH�QDPHG�([HFXWRU�PXVW�VLJQ�DQG�ILOH�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW�DQ�
2DWK�LQ�RUGHU�WR�TXDOLI\�DV�DQ�([HFXWRU���,I�D�ERQG�LV�UHTXLUHG���
WKH�([HFXWRU� VKRXOG� REWDLQ� D� ERQG�� �0RVW� RIWHQ�� ERQGV� WDNH�
WKH�IRUP�RI�D�VXUHW\�ERQG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�FDVK�ERQG���7KH�ERQG�
DFWV� WR�SURWHFW� WKH� HVWDWH� DVVHWV� IURP�DQ\�PDOIHDVDQFH�RI� WKH�
([HFXWRU�� � 2QFH� WKH� 2DWK� KDV� EHHQ� ILOHG� DQG� WKH� ERQG� DS�
SURYHG�E\�WKH�FRXUW��WKH�([HFXWRU�LV�TXDOLILHG�WR�UHFHLYH�/HW�
WHUV�7HVWDPHQWDU\��� 
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/HWWHUV�7HVWDPHQWDU\ 

/HWWHUV�7HVWDPHQWDU\�DXWKRUL]H�WKH�([HFXWRU�WR�DFW�DQG�PDQ�
DJH� DIIDLUV� RQ� EHKDOI� RI� WKH� HVWDWH�� � 7KH� ([HFXWRU� ZLOO� WDNH�
/HWWHUV�7HVWDPHQWDU\�WR�ILQDQFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��WLWOH�FRPSDQLHV��
DQG�LQVXUDQFH�FRPSDQLHV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�WKH�SHU�
VRQ�DXWKRUL]HG�E\�WKH�FRXUW�WR�KDQGOH�HVWDWH�PDWWHUV��� 

6RPHWLPHV�� D�:LOO� IDLOV� WR� QDPH� DQ� ([HFXWRU� RU� WKH� QDPHG�
([HFXWRU� LV�XQDEOH�RU�XQZLOOLQJ� WR� VHUYH�� � ,Q� VXFK�FDVHV�� WKH�
EHQHILFLDULHV�XQGHU�WKH�:LOO�PD\�FROOHFWLYHO\�GHVLJQDWH�D�SHU�
VRQ�ZLOOLQJ� DQG� DEOH� WR� VHUYH� DV� DQ�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�� �:KHQ� D�
GHFHGHQW¶V�:LOO�LV�DGPLWWHG�WR�SUREDWH�DQG�DQ�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�LV�
DSSRLQWHG�� WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�ZLOO� UHFHLYH�/HWWHUV� RI�$GPLQ�
LVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK�:LOO�$QQH[HG��� 

1RWLFH�WR�&UHGLWRUV 

:LWKLQ� ��� GD\V� RI� DSSRLQWPHQW�� WKH� ,QGHSHQGHQW� ([HFXWRU�
PXVW�SXEOLVK�D�QRWLFH�WR�DOO�FUHGLWRUV�LQ�D�SXEOLFDWLRQ�FLUFXODW�
HG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRXQW\�ZKHUH�WKH�:LOO� LV�EHLQJ�SUREDWHG�� �7KLV�
QRWLFH�JLYHV�DOO�FUHGLWRUV�WR�ZKRP�WKH�HVWDWH�RZHV�PRQH\�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� FODLP� WKH� GHEWV� RZHG� WR� WKHP�� � 7KH� QRWLFH�
VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�WKH�,QGHSHQGHQW�([HFXWRU¶V�TXDOLILFDWLRQ�GDWH��
DGGUHVV�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�FODLPV�VKRXOG�EH�SUHVHQWHG��DQG�WKH�SHU�
VRQ�WR�ZKRP�WKH�FODLPV�VKRXOG�EH�DGGUHVVHG��XVXDOO\�WKH�,Q�
GHSHQGHQW� ([HFXWRU� RU� DQ� DWWRUQH\��� � $IWHU� SXEOLFDWLRQ�� WKH�
([HFXWRU�ZLOO�ILOH�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW�DQ�DIILGDYLW�RI�WKH�SXEOLVKHU�
DORQJ�ZLWK�D�FRS\�RI�WKH�QRWLFH��� 

1RWLFH�WR�%HQHILFLDULHV 

:LWKLQ� ��� GD\V� RI� TXDOLILFDWLRQ�� WKH� ,QGHSHQGHQW� ([HFXWRU�
PXVW�VHQG�QRWLFH�WR�DOO�EHQHILFLDULHV�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�:LOO�E\�FHUWL�
ILHG�PDLO��UHWXUQ�UHFHLSW�UHTXHVWHG���7KLV�QRWLFH�PXVW�LQFOXGH� 

· 7KH�QDPH�DQG�DGGUHVV�RI�WKH�EHQHILFLDU\� 

· 7KH�GHFHGHQW¶V�QDPH� 

· 7KDW�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�:LOO�KDV�EHHQ�DGPLWWHG�WR�SUREDWH� 

· 7KDW� WKH� EHQHILFLDU\� UHFHLYLQJ� WKH� QRWLFH� LV� QDPHG� DV� D�
EHQHILFLDU\�LQ�WKH�:LOO��DQG 

· 7KH� ,QGHSHQGHQW� ([HFXWRU¶V� QDPH� DQG� FRQWDFW� LQIRU�
PDWLRQ� 

$�FRS\�RI�WKH�:LOO�DQG�WKH�2UGHU�DGPLWWLQJ�WKH�ZLOO�WR�SUREDWH�
PXVW�EH�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKLV�QRWLFH��$�EHQHILFLDU\�PD\�WKLV�ZDLYH�
QRWLFH�E\�ILOLQJ�D�ZDLYHU�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW� 

$IILGDYLW�RI�1RWLFH�WR�%HQHILFLDULHV 

:LWKLQ� ��� GD\V� RI� DSSRLQWPHQW�� WKH� ,QGHSHQGHQW� ([HFXWRU�
PXVW� ILOH� DQ� $IILGDYLW� RI� 1RWLFH� ZLWK� WKH� FRXUW� VWDWLQJ� WKDW�
QRWLFH�KDV�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WR�DOO�EHQHILFLDULHV���7KLV�$IILGDYLW�PXVW�
LQFOXGH� 

· 7KH�QDPH�DQG�DGGUHVV�RI�HDFK�EHQHILFLDU\�QRWLILHG�RI�WKH�
SUREDWH�E\�FHUWLILHG�PDLO� 

· 7KH� QDPH� DQG� DGGUHVV� RI� HDFK� EHQHILFLDU\� ZKR� ILOHG� D�
ZDLYHU�RI�QRWLFH� 

· 7KH�QDPH�RI� HDFK� EHQHILFLDU\�ZKRVH� LGHQWLW\� RU� DGGUHVV�
FRXOG�QRW�EH�GHWHUPLQHG�GHVSLWH� WKH� ,QGHSHQGHQW�([HFX�
WRU¶V�HIIRUWV�WR�ILQG�WKHP��DQG 

· $Q\�RWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�QHFHVVDU\�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�,QGHSHQG�
HQW�([HFXWRU¶V�LQDELOLW\�WR�JLYH�QRWLFH�WR�DQ\�EHQHILFLDU\� 

7KLV� $IILGDYLW� PD\� EH� ILOHG� LQGHSHQGHQWO\�� RU� DOWHUQDWLYHO\��
ZLWK�WKH�,QYHQWRU\��$SSUDLVHPHQW��DQG�/LVW�RI�&ODLPV��� 

)DPLO\�6HWWOHPHQW�$JUHHPHQWV 

)DPLO\� 6HWWOHPHQW� $JUHHPHQWV� DUH� IDYRUHG� XQGHU� ODZ� DQG�
HQDEOH� WKRVH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� DQ� HVWDWH� WR� UHVROYH� GLVSXWHV� DQG�
VROYH�SUREOHPV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�HVWDWHV��
,VVXHV�FRPPRQO\� UHVROYHG�ZLWKLQ� WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�)DPLO\�6HW�
WOHPHQW�$JUHHPHQWV�LQFOXGH��H[FOXGHG�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��SRRU�
O\�GUDIWHG�:LOOV��IDLOXUH�WR�DSSRLQW�([HFXWRU��XQGLYLGHG�LQWHU�
HVWV� LQ� SURSHUW\�� DPELJXRXV� IDPLOLDO� UHODWLRQVKLSV�� DQG� WKH�
TXHVWLRQDEOH�WHVWDPHQWDU\�FDSDFLW\�RI�WHVWDWRU� 
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INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION WITHOUT A WILL 
Independent Intestate Administration 
,QGHSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� RI� DQ� HVWDWH� FDQ� RFFXU� LQ� RQH� RI�
WZR�ZD\V�� �7KH�ILUVW�RFFXUV�ZKHQ�D�GHFHGHQW�VSHFLILHV� LQ�KLV�
RU�KHU�:LOO�WKDW�WKH�HVWDWH�VKRXOG�EH�DGPLQLVWHUHG�LQGHSHQGHQW�
RI�WKH�FRXUW¶V�RYHUVLJKW���7KH�VHFRQG�RFFXUV�ZKHQ�D�GHFHGHQW�
GLHV�ZLWKRXW� D�:LOO� DQG� DOO� RI� WKH� EHQHILFLDULHV� RI� WKH� HVWDWH�
DJUHH� RQ� WKH� DSSRLQWPHQW� RI� DQ� ,QGHSHQGHQW� $GPLQLVWUDWRU���
7KH� SURFHVV� RI� DGPLQLVWHULQJ� DQ� HVWDWH�PRYHV�PRUH� TXLFNO\�
DQG� LV� PRUH� FRVW� HIIHFWLYH� LQ� DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
EHFDXVH�WKH�,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�FDQ�SHUIRUP�KLV�GXWLHV�
ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�WR�VSHQG�WLPH�DQG�PRQH\�REWDLQLQJ�WKH�FRXUW¶V�
DSSURYDO�IRU�HDFK�VWHS�RI�WKH�SURFHVV� 
&RQVHQW�RI�$OO�+HLUV� 
$OO�KHLUV�RI�D�GHFHGHQW¶V�HVWDWH�PXVW�DJUHH�WKDW�WKH�HVWDWH�ZLOO�
SURFHHG� DV� DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�� RWKHUZLVH�� WKH�
FRXUW�ZLOO�SHUPLW�RQO\�D�GHSHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ���7KH�KHLUV�
PXVW�DOVR�DJUHH�RQ�WKH�QRPLQDWLRQ�RI�DQ�,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQ�
LVWUDWRU�� �6R�ORQJ�DV�WKH�KHLUV�RI�DQ�HVWDWH�DJUHH�DQG�FRQVHQW��
DQ�HVWDWH�PD\�SURFHHG�DV�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK�
DQ�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�RI�WKH�KHLUV¶�FROOHFWLYH�FKRRVLQJ���,I�DQ�KHLU�
LV�D�PLQRU�FKLOG�RU�DQ�LQFDSDFLWDWHG�SHUVRQ��VXFK�FRQVHQW�PD\�
RQO\�EH�REWDLQHG�IURP�WKH�*XDUGLDQ�RI�WKH�(VWDWH�RI�VXFK�SHU�
VRQ� 
$SSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ 
$IWHU�DOO�KHLUV�KDYH�FRQVHQWHG� WR�DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUD�
WLRQ��DQ�LQWHUHVWHG�SHUVRQ�ZLOO�ILOH�DQ�$SSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�$S�
SRLQWPHQW�RI�DQ�,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU���7KH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�
ZLOO� LQFOXGH�� DPRQJ� RWKHU� WKLQJV�� WKH� GHFHGHQW¶V� LGHQWLW\��
GRPLFLOH�� DQG� GDWH� RI� GHDWK�� DORQJ� ZLWK� D� OLVW� RI� DOO� NQRZQ�
KHLUV�DQG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�HDFK�KHLU�WR�WKH�GHFHGHQW��� 
+HLUVKLS�'HWHUPLQDWLRQ 
,Q�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�:LOO��WKH�FRXUW�ZLOO�QRW�JUDQW�WKH�LQGHSHQG�
HQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�XQWLO� LW�HQWHUV�D�-XGJPHQW�'HFODULQJ�+HLU�
VKLS���$�SHUVRQ�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKH�HVWDWH�PD\�ILOH�DQ�$SSOLFDWLRQ�
IRU� 'HWHUPLQDWLRQ� RI� +HLUVKLS� DQG� D�0RWLRQ� WR� $SSRLQW� DQ�
$WWRUQH\�$G�/LWHP� WR� UHSUHVHQW� XQNQRZQ� KHLUV�� � 7KH� DSSOL�
FDQW�PXVW�DOVR�LQFOXGH�D�YHULILFDWLRQ�IRUP��VLJQHG�LQ�WKH�SUHV�
HQFH�RI�D�QRWDU\��ZKLFK�VWDWHV�WKDW�DOO�IDFWV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�$SSOL�

FDWLRQ�DUH�WUXH�DQG�FRUUHFW���$OO�KHLUV�PXVW�EH�VHUYHG�ZLWK�FLWD�
WLRQ�DQG�QRWLFH�RI�WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�XQOHVV�WKH\�VXEPLW�D�ZDLYHU�
RI�VXFK�VHUYLFH�WR�WKH�FRXUW�� �7KH�KHDULQJ�RQ�WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�
IRU�'HWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�+HLUVKLS�XVXDOO\�WDNHV�SODFH�LPPHGLDWH�
O\�EHIRUH�WKH�DSSRLQWPHQW�RI�DQ�,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU��� 
+HDULQJ�DQG�-XGJPHQW 
2QFH�WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�$SSRLQWPHQW�RI�DQ�,QGHSHQGHQW�
$GPLQLVWUDWRU� DQG� WKH� $SSOLFDWLRQ� IRU� D� 'HWHUPLQDWLRQ� RI�
+HLUVKLS�KDYH�EHHQ�ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH�FOHUN�DQG�WKH�$WWRUQH\�$G�
/LWHP�KDV�EHHQ�DSSRLQWHG�DQG� LV� UHDG\� WR�SURFHHG�� WKH�FRXUW�
ZLOO�DOORZ�D�KHDULQJ�WR�EH�VHW���7KH�FRXUW�KHDUV�WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�
RI� DW� OHDVW� WZR� GLVLQWHUHVWHG� ZLWQHVVHV� EHIRUH� LW� HQWHUV� WKH�
-XGJPHQW�'HFODULQJ�+HLUVKLS���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��LI�WKH�FRXUW�GHWHU�
PLQHV� WKDW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� HVWDWH� LV� QHFHVVDU\� DQG� DOO�
KHLUV�KDYH�DJUHHG�RQ�WKH�DSSRLQWPHQW�RI�D�TXDOLILHG�SHUVRQ�WR�
VHUYH� LQGHSHQGHQWO\�� LW�ZLOO� HQWHU� WKH�2UGHU� DSSRLQWLQJ� VXFK�
TXDOLILHG� SHUVRQ� DV� ,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU� DQG� W\SLFDOO\�
ZDLYH�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQW�RI�ERQG��SURYLGHG�WKH�KHLUV�FROOHFWLYHO\�
UHTXHVW�VXFK�ERQG�EH�ZDLYHG� 
2DWK�DQG�%RQG 
2QFH� WKH� 2UGHU� $SSRLQWLQJ� ,QGHSHQGHQW� $GPLQLVWUDWRU� KDV�
EHHQ�VLJQHG��WKH�QDPHG�,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�PXVW�VLJQ�
DQG� ILOH� DQ�2DWK� LQ� RUGHU� WR� TXDOLI\�� ,Q� WKH� XQXVXDO� FLUFXP�
VWDQFH� WKDW� D� ERQG� LV� UHTXLUHG� E\� WKH� FRXUW�� WKH� ,QGHSHQGHQW�
$GPLQLVWUDWRU�ZLOO�REWDLQ�VXFK�ERQG��DQG�XSRQ�FRXUW�DSSURYDO�
RI�VXFK�ERQG��TXDOLI\�DV�,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU���7KH�,Q�
GHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�PD\� WKHQ�RUGHU� IURP� WKH� FOHUN�/HWWHUV�RI�
,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��� 
/HWWHUV�RI�,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ 
/HWWHUV�RI�,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DUH�OHWWHUV�WKDW�DXWKRU�
L]H� WKH� ,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU� WR� DFW� DQG�PDQDJH�DIIDLUV�
RQ�EHKDOI�RI� WKH�HVWDWH�� �7KH� ,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�ZLOO�
WDNH� WKHVH� /HWWHUV� WR� ILQDQFLDO� LQVWLWXWLRQV�� WLWOH� FRPSDQLHV��
LQVXUDQFH�FRPSDQLHV��DQG�RWKHUV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�
WKH�SHUVRQ�DXWKRUL]HG�E\� WKH�FRXUW� WR�KDQGOH�HVWDWH�DFFRXQWV���
&DVK� DQG� LQYHVWPHQWV� ZLOO� EH� WUDQVIHUUHG� LQWR� DQ� DFFRXQW�
VW\OHG�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�HVWDWH�DQG�WKH�,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLV�
WUDWRU�ZLOO�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�LQYHVW�DQG�GLVWULEXWH�WKHVH�DVVHWV�DV�
QHFHVVDU\�� 
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Independent Administrations After the Hearing 
:KHWKHU�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LV�IRUPHG�SXUVXDQW�WR�
WKH�SUREDWH�RI�D�:LOO�RU�XSRQ�WKH�FRQVHQW�RI�DOO�KHLUV��WKH�SHU�
VRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� VHUYLQJ� LQGHSHQGHQWO\� PXVW� FRPSOHWH�
LPSRUWDQW�WDVNV�WR�VHWWOH�WKH�DIIDLUV�RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW� 
1RWLFHV�WR�&UHGLWRUV 
:LWKLQ����GD\V�RI�DSSRLQWPHQW��WKH�,QGHSHQGHQW�([HFXWRU��RU�
,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�PXVW�SXEOLVK�D�QRWLFH�WR�DOO�FUHGL�
WRUV� LQ� D� SXEOLFDWLRQ� FLUFXODWHG�ZLWKLQ� WKH� FRXQW\�ZKHUH� WKH�
HVWDWH�LV�EHLQJ�DGPLQLVWHUHG���:LWKLQ����GD\V�RI�DSSRLQWPHQW��
WKH� ,QGHSHQGHQW�([HFXWRU�RU� ,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�ZLOO�
JLYH�QRWLFH�WR�DOO�FUHGLWRUV�NQRZQ�WR�KDYH�D�VHFXUHG�FODLP�E\�
FHUWLILHG�PDLO��UHWXUQ�UHFHLSW�UHTXHVWHG���,I�D�FODLP�LV�ILOHG�E\�D�
FUHGLWRU�� WKH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� ZLOO� FRQVXOW� KLV� RU� KHU�
DWWRUQH\�WR�GHWHUPLQH�KRZ�WR�KDQGOH�WKH�FODLP��� 
,QYHQWRU\�DQG�/LVW�RI�&ODLPV 
:LWKLQ����GD\V�RI�DSSRLQWPHQW�� WKH�,QGHSHQGHQW�([HFXWRU�RU�
,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�PXVW�SUHSDUH�DQG�ILOH�DQ�,QYHQWR�
U\��$SSUDLVHPHQW��DQG�/LVW�RI�&ODLPV�RU�DQ�$IILGDYLW�LQ�/LHX�
RI� ,QYHQWRU\�ZLWK� WKH� FRXUW�� � 7KLV� ,QYHQWRU\�PXVW� LQFOXGH� D�
VZRUQ�YHULILFDWLRQ���3UHSDUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�,QYHQWRU\�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�
PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� GXWLHV� RI� WKH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�� DV� LW� LV�
WKH�SHUVRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH¶V�ILGXFLDU\�GXW\�WR�EHQHILFLDULHV�WR�
QRWLI\� WKHP�DQG� WKH�FRXUW�RI� WKH�DVVHWV�XQGHU�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ���
7KH� ,QYHQWRU\� ZLOO� EH� SUHSDUHG� E\� WKH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWD�
WLYH¶V�DWWRUQH\�DQG�ZLOO�LQFOXGH��� 
· $OO� SHUVRQDO� SURSHUW\� RI� WKH� HVWDWH�� D� GHVFULSWLRQ� RI� WKH�

SURSHUW\��DQG�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURSHUW\� 
· $OO�UHDO�SURSHUW\�WKDW�LV�ORFDWHG�LQ�7H[DV� 
· $OO�SURSHUW\�RZQHG�ZLWK�RWKHUV�DQG�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�LQWHU�

HVW�RZQHG�E\�WKH�HVWDWH� 
· 7KH�FKDUDFWHUL]DWLRQ�RI�HDFK�DVVHW�DV�VHSDUDWH�RU�FRPPX�

QLW\�SURSHUW\� 
· 7KH�PDUNHW�YDOXH�RI�HDFK�LWHP�RI�SURSHUW\�RQ�WKH�GDWH�RI�

WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�GHDWK��DQG� 
· $OO�FODLPV�WKDW�WKH�HVWDWH�KDV�DJDLQVW�RWKHUV� 

(VWDWH�GHEWV�ZLOO�QRW�EH�OLVWHG�RQ�WKH�,QYHQWRU\�� � ,Q�DGGLWLRQ��
UHDO�SURSHUW\�RZQHG�E\�WKH�GHFHGHQW�RXWVLGH�WKH�6WDWH�RI�7H[�
DV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�LQFOXGHG�RQ�WKH�,QYHQWRU\���,I�WKH�,QYHQWRU\�LV�
QRW�DSSURYHG��WKH�SHUVRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�PXVW�ILOH�DQ�$PHQG�
HG�,QYHQWRU\�� � ,I�DQ�DFFRXQWLQJ�PXVW�EH�ILOHG�ZLWK� WKH�FRXUW��
WKH�,QYHQWRU\�ZLOO�VHUYH�DV�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�IRU�WKH�DFFRXQW�
LQJ� 
$IILGDYLW�LQ�/LHX�RI�,QYHQWRU\ 
,I� WKH� ,QGHSHQGHQW� ([HFXWRU� RU� ,QGHSHQGHQW� $GPLQLVWUDWRU�
ZLVKHV� WR� NHHS� ILQDQFLDO� PDWWHUV� SULYDWH�� RU� IRU� RWKHU� YDOLG�
UHDVRQV��VXFK�SHUVRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�PD\�ILOH�DQ�$IILGDYLW�LQ�
/LHX�RI� ,QYHQWRU\�� �7R� ILOH� VXFK�$IILGDYLW�� WKHUH�PXVW�EH�QR�
XQSDLG�GHEWV�H[FHSW�IRU�VHFXUHG�GHEWV��WD[HV��DQG�DGPLQLVWUD�
WLRQ�H[SHQVHV�DW�WKH�WLPH�WKH�,QYHQWRU\�LV�GXH�LQFOXGLQJ�H[WHQ�
VLRQV�� �7KH�,QYHQWRU\�PXVW�EH�SUHSDUHG�DQG�FRPSOHWH�E\� WKH�
WLPH� WKLV�$IILGDYLW� LV� ILOHG�� �7KH�$IILGDYLW�PXVW�VWDWH�WKDW�DOO�
GHEWV��H[FHSW�IRU�VHFXUHG�GHEWV��WD[HV��DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�H[�
SHQVHV��DUH�SDLG�DQG�WKDW�DOO�EHQHILFLDULHV�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�D�YHU�
LILHG��IXOO��DQG�GHWDLOHG�,QYHQWRU\�DQG�$SSUDLVHPHQW���+RZHY�
HU��LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VLWXDWLRQV��D�SHUVRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�LV�QRW�
UHTXLUHG�WR�SURYLGH�DQ�,QYHQWRU\�WR�D�EHQHILFLDU\�XQOHVV�VXFK�
EHQHILFLDU\�KDV�PDGH�D�ZULWWHQ�UHTXHVW�IRU�DQ�,QYHQWRU\� 
· 7KH� WRWDO� YDOXH� RI� EHTXHVWV� WR� ZKLFK� WKH� EHQHILFLDU\� LV�

HQWLWOHG�XQGHU�WKH�:LOO�LV�YDOXHG�DW�������RU�OHVV� 
· 7KH�EHQHILFLDU\�KDV� UHFHLYHG�DOO� EHTXHVWV� WR�ZKLFK�KH� LV�

HQWLWOHG�SHU�WKH�:LOO�E\�WKH�WLPH�WKH�$IILGDYLW�LV�GXH��RU 
· 7KH�EHQHILFLDU\�KDV�ZDLYHG�KLV�ULJKW�WR�UHFHLYH�D�IXOO��GH�

WDLOHG�,QYHQWRU\�LQ�ZULWLQJ� 
)RUP�����7D[�5HWXUQ�DQG�2WKHU�7D[HV 
7KH� ,QGHSHQGHQW� ([HFXWRU� RU� ,QGHSHQGHQW� $GPLQLVWUDWRU�
VKRXOG�FRQVXOW�ZLWK�KLV�RU�KHU�DWWRUQH\�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�
WKH�HVWDWH�LV�D�WD[DEOH�HVWDWH��7D[�UHWXUQV��LQFOXGLQJ�LQGLYLGXDO�
DQG�ILGXFLDU\�UHWXUQV��PD\�EH�UHTXLUHG�IRU�ERWK� WKH�GHFHGHQW�
DQG�WKH�HVWDWH���)RUP�����LV�DQ�HVWDWH�WD[�UHWXUQ��DQG�LI�QHFHV�
VDU\��PXVW�EH�ILOHG�ZLWKLQ���PRQWKV�RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�GDWH�RI�
GHDWK�� XQOHVV� H[WHQGHG�� � ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� GHFHGHQW¶V� ILQDO�
SHUVRQDO�LQFRPH�WD[�UHWXUQ��WKH�HVWDWH�PD\�DOVR�KDYH�WR�ILOH�DQ�
LQFRPH�WD[�UHWXUQ�IRU�WKH�HVWDWH��RU�D�)RUP������ 
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Introduction to Dependent Administrations 
7KH� GHSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� RI� DQ� HVWDWH� XVXDOO\� RFFXUV�
ZKHQ�D�GHFHGHQW�GLHV�ZLWKRXW�D�:LOO�� �+RZHYHU�� LW�PD\�DOVR�
EH�SURSHU�ZKHQ�D�:LOO�LV�SUREDWHG�\HW�IDLOV�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�DQ�
LQGHSHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�EHQHILFLDULHV�GR�QRW�DJUHH�
RQ�WKH�DGYLVDELOLW\�RI�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ���,Q�FRQ�
WUDVW� WR� DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�� D� GHSHQGHQW� DGPLQ�
LVWUDWLRQ� LV�PXFK�PRUH�UHVWULFWLYH�DQG�PXVW�SURFHHG�ZLWK� WKH�
FRXUW¶V�DSSURYDO�RQ�HDFK�DFWLRQ� WDNHQ�E\� WKH�'HSHQGHQW�$G�
PLQLVWUDWRU��ZLWK�IHZ�H[FHSWLRQV� 
$QRWKHU� UHDVRQ� WR� SXUVXH� D� GHSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� LV� LQ�
FHUWDLQ�FDVHV�ZKHUH�WKH�HVWDWH�LV�KHDYLO\�LQGHEWHG���:LWK�D�GH�
SHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�� WKH� FRXUW� KDV� PXFK� PRUH� RYHUVLJKW�
DQG�WKHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQ�UXOHV�DQG�SULRULWLHV�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�SD\�
LQJ�FUHGLWRU�FODLPV�ZKLFK�PDNH�LW�PRUH�GLIILFXOW�IRU�FUHGLWRUV�
WR� FROOHFW� RQ� WKHLU� FODLPV�� � ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� LI� DQ� $GPLQLVWUDWRU�
DQWLFLSDWHV�WKDW� WKHUH�PD\�EH�GLVDJUHHPHQW�DPRQJVW�GLVWULEX�
WHHV��D�GHSHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�PD\�EH�D�EHWWHU�RSWLRQ�VR�WKDW�
WKH� FRXUW� LV� LQYROYHG� DQG�PD\� DSSURYH� WKH� GHFLVLRQV� RI� WKH�
SHUVRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH��� 

Steps in a Dependent Administration 
'HSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV� DUH� PRVW� RIWHQ� RSHQHG� ZKHQ� WKH�
GHFHGHQW�IDLOHG�WR�OHDYH�D�:LOO�DQG�WKH�KHLUV�FDQQRW�DJUHH�RQ�
WKH� DSSRLQWPHQW� RI� DQ� ,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWRU��ZKHQ� WKH�
ZLOO� IDLOHG� WR� SURYLGH� IRU� DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� DQG�
WKH�EHQHILFLDULHV�GR�QRW�FRQVHQW�WR�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUD�
WLRQ��DQG�ZKHQ�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�HVWDWH�LV�KHDYLO\�LQGHEWHG� 
'HSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�D�:LOO 
:KHQ�WKH�GHFHGHQW�GLHG�ZLWKRXW�OHDYLQJ�D�:LOO�DQG�WKH�VHWWOH�
PHQW�RI�WKH�HVWDWH�UHTXLUHV�DQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DQG�KHLUVKLS�SUR�
FHHGLQJ�� DQ�$SSOLFDWLRQ� IRU�$SSRLQWPHQW� RI�'HSHQGHQW�$G�
PLQLVWUDWRU� DORQJ� ZLWK� DQ� $SSOLFDWLRQ� IRU� 'HWHUPLQDWLRQ� RI�
+HLUVKLS� DQG� 0RWLRQ� IRU� WKH� $SSRLQWPHQW� RI� $WWRUQH\� $G�
/LWHP�VKRXOG�EH�ILOHG���$�&LYLO�&DVH�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6KHHW�PXVW�

DOVR�EH�ILOHG�DW� WKLV� WLPH�� �1RWLFH�RI� WKH�KHLUVKLS�SURFHHGLQJ�
PXVW� EH� VHUYHG� XSRQ� WKH� KHLUV� RI� WKH� HVWDWH� XQOHVV� WKH� KHLUV�
ZDLYH�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�VXFK�ILOLQJV��DV�RIWHQ�KDSSHQV� 
'HSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK�D�:LOO 
,I� WKH�GHFHGHQW�GLHG�WHVWDWH�EXW�IDLOHG�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�DQ�LQGH�
SHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� RU� LI� D� GHSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� LV�
GHVLUHG�GHVSLWH�SURYLVLRQV�LQ�WKH�:LOO�IRU�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�DG�
PLQLVWUDWLRQ��WKH�:LOO�PD\�EH�ILOHG�IRU�SUREDWH�DQG�WKH�$SSOL�
FDWLRQ�IRU�3UREDWH�RI�:LOO�VKRXOG�VHHN�WKH�DSSRLQWPHQW�RI�DQ�
([HFXWRU�RU�$GPLQLVWUDWRU� 
'HWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�+HLUVKLS 
:LWK�UHVSHFW�WR�D�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�KHLUVKLS��RQFH�WKH�$WWRUQH\�
$G�/LWHP�KDV�EHHQ�DSSRLQWHG�DQG�KDV�KDG�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�
ILOH� DQ� DQVZHU�� LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWQHVVHV�� DQG� SUHSDUH� WKH� FDVH�� D�
KHDULQJ�PD\�EH�VHW�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW���$W�WKH�KHDULQJ�DW�OHDVW�WZR�
ZLWQHVVHV�PD\�WHVWLI\�DV�WR�WKH�IDPLO\�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW�
DQG�WKH�DSSOLFDQW�PD\�RIIHU�WHVWLPRQ\�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�SURRI�
RI�GHDWK�LI�DQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HVWDWH�LV�EHLQJ�VRXJKW���,I�
WKH�MXGJH�VLJQV�WKH�-XGJPHQW�'HFODULQJ�+HLUVKLS�DQG�DSSRLQWV�
DQ�$GPLQLVWUDWRU��WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�ZLOO�VLJQ�DQG�ILOH�DQ�2DWK�
DQG�SRVW�D�ERQG��ZKLFK� LV� UHTXLUHG� LQ�GHSHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUD�
WLRQV�� 
1RWLFHV�WR�EH�3XEOLVKHG��)LOHG��DQG�6HQW 
:LWKLQ� RQH�PRQWK� RI� TXDOLILFDWLRQ�� WKH�'HSHQGHQW�$GPLQLV�
WUDWRU�PXVW� SXEOLVK� D�1RWLFH� WR�&UHGLWRUV� LQ� D� QHZVSDSHU� RI�
JHQHUDO�FLUFXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�ZKHUH�WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�ZDV�
DSSRLQWHG���6XFK�SXEOLVKHG�QRWLFH�PXVW�WKHQ�EH�ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH�
FRXUW��:LWKLQ� WZR�PRQWKV�RI�TXDOLILFDWLRQ�� WKH�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�
PXVW�VHQG�D�1RWLFH�WR�6HFXUHG�&UHGLWRUV���7KH�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�
VKRXOG� FRQVXOW� KLV� DWWRUQH\� DV� WR� WKH� DGYLVDELOLW\� RI� VHQGLQJ�
SHUPLVVLYH�QRWLFHV�WR�XQVHFXUHG�FUHGLWRUV�RI�WKH�HVWDWH��6HQG�
LQJ�SHUPLVVLYH�QRWLFHV� WR�XQVHFXUHG�FUHGLWRUV�SURPSWV� FUHGL�
WRUV� WR� SUHVHQW� FODLPV� ZLWKLQ� ���� GD\V�� OHVW� VXFK� FODLPV� EH�
EDUUHG� 
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7KH�,QYHQWRU\ 
$Q�,QYHQWRU\��$SSUDLVHPHQW��DQG�/LVW�RI�&ODLPV�PXVW�EH�
ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�RI�WKH�DSSRLQWPHQW�RI�
WKH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�� XQOHVV� WKH� FRXUW� JUDQWV� DQ�
H[WHQVLRQ�� � )RU� PRUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� WKH� ,QYHQWRU\��
SOHDVH�VHH�WKH�UHOHYDQW�VHFWLRQV�XQGHU�³,QGHSHQGHQW�$G�
PLQLVWUDWLRQ´�RQ�SDJH�VHYHQ�KHUHLQ� 
$QQXDO�$FFRXQWLQJV 
7KH� ODZ� UHTXLUHV� WKH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� WR� DFFRXQW�
IRU�DOO�WUDQVDFWLRQV�DQG�GLVEXUVHPHQWV�RI�HVWDWH�SURSHUW\���
$Q�$QQXDO�$FFRXQWLQJ�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�EH�ILOHG�HDFK�\HDU�
ZLWKLQ� VL[W\� GD\V� DIWHU� WKH� DQQLYHUVDU\� GDWH� RI� WKH� SHU�
VRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH¶V� TXDOLILFDWLRQ�� � 7KH� $QQXDO� $F�
FRXQWLQJ� UHSRUWV� WKH� IROORZLQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�PXVW�EH�
YHULILHG�DQG�VXSSRUWHG�ZLWK�YRXFKHUV�DQG�RIILFLDO�OHWWHUV�
IURP�LQVWLWXWLRQV�PDQDJLQJ�FDVK�DQG�LQYHVWPHQWV� 
· &ODLPV�DOORZHG��SDLG��RU�UHMHFWHG�E\�SHUVRQDO�UHSUH�

VHQWDWLYH� 
· &ODLPV�GHYHORSLQJ� LQWR�D� ODZVXLW�DQG�VWDWXV�RI� ODZ�

VXLW� 
· $OO� SURSHUW\� FRPLQJ� LQWR� WKH� KDQGV� RI� WKH� SHUVRQDO�

UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� 
· &KDQJHV�LQ�HVWDWH�SURSHUW\� 
· ,WHPL]HG�OLVW�RI�UHFHLSWV�DQG�GLVEXUVHPHQWV� 
· 'HVFULSWLRQ�RI�SURSHUW\�EHLQJ�DGPLQLVWHUHG� 
· &RQGLWLRQ�DQG�XVH�RI�SURSHUW\�EHLQJ�DGPLQLVWHUHG� 
· &DVK�RQ�KDQG�DQG�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�SHUVRQDO�SURSHUW\�RI�

WKH�HVWDWH� 
· 6WDWXV�RI�WD[�UHWXUQV�DQG�WD[HV�RI�WKH�HVWDWH��DQG 
· 6WDWHPHQW�WKDW�ERQG�SUHPLXPV�KDYH�EHHQ�SDLG� 
)LQDO�$FFRXQWLQJ 
$�)LQDO�$FFRXQWLQJ�LV�UHTXLUHG�EHIRUH�WKH�GHSHQGHQW�DG�
PLQLVWUDWLRQ�PD\�EH�FORVHG���,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�SURYLGLQJ�WKH�

VDPH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DV� DQ� $QQXDO� $FFRXQWLQJ�� WKH� )LQDO�
$FFRXQWLQJ� OLVWV� WKH� SURSHUW\� WKDW� HDFK� KHLU� RU� GHYLVHH�
KDV�UHFHLYHG��DQG�RQFH�ILOHG��WKH�GHYLVHHV�KDYH�DQ�RSSRU�
WXQLW\�WR�REMHFW�LI�QHFHVVDU\���2QFH�WKH�)LQDO�$FFRXQWLQJ�
LV� ILOHG� DQG� DSSURYHG�� WKH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� PD\�
ILOH� DQ� $SSOLFDWLRQ� WR� &ORVH�� 'LVFKDUJH�� DQG� 5HOHDVH�
%RQG�� ZKLFK� HVVHQWLDOO\� HQGV� WKH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWD�
WLYH¶V�GXWLHV�WR�WKH�HVWDWH���7KLV�$SSOLFDWLRQ�VKRXOG�GHWDLO�
KRZ� WKH� HVWDWH� KDV� EHHQ� DGPLQLVWHUHG� DQG� GLVWULEXWHG���
:KHQ�WKH�MXGJH�VLJQV�WKH�2UGHU�WR�&ORVH��'LVFKDUJH��DQG�
5HOHDVH�%RQG��WKH�FRXUW�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�WKH�SHUVRQDO�UHS�
UHVHQWDWLYH� KDV� FRPSOHWHG� KLV� RU� KHU� GXWLHV�� GLVFKDUJHV�
WKH�SHUVRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH��DQG�UHOHDVHV�WKH�ERQG��� 

Dependent vs. Independent Administration 
$� NH\� GLIIHUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� GHSHQGHQW� DQG� LQGHSHQGHQW�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV� LV� WKDW� WKH�SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� LV� UH�
TXLUHG�WR�SRVW�ERQG���%HFDXVH�WKH�SHUVRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�
KDV� DFFHVV� WR� SHUVRQDO� SURSHUW\� EHORQJLQJ� WR� WKH� HVWDWH�
RQFH� WKH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� UHFHLYHV� /HWWHUV�� WKH�
ERQG�DFWV�DV�DQ� LQVXUDQFH�SROLF\� WR�HQVXUH� WKDW� WKH�SHU�
VRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�SHUIRUPV�KLV�GXWLHV�DSSURSULDWHO\��� 
7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ��LQGHSHQGHQW�DQG�
GHSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV� LV� WKDW� DOO� DFWV� E\� D� SHUVRQDO�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�UHTXLUH�SULRU�FRXUW�DSSURYDO�H[FHSW� 
· 3D\LQJ�WD[HV� 
· 3D\LQJ�D�ERQG�SUHPLXP��DQG 
· ,QVXULQJ�SURSHUW\��� 
7KH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� PLJKW� ZLVK� WR� SUHSDUH� D�
PRQWKO\�EXGJHW�WR�EH�ILOHG�DV�VRRQ�DV�SUDFWLFDEOH�VR�WKDW�
SHUPLVVLRQ� IRU� WKH�RQJRLQJ�� URXWLQH�H[SHQVHV� IRU�D�\HDU�
PD\� EH� VRXJKW�� � ([SHQVHV� DQG� WUDQVDFWLRQV� RXWVLGH� WKH�
EXGJHW�UHTXLUH�VHSDUDWH�DSSURYDO�IURP�WKH�FRXUW���1R�DW�
WRUQH\V¶�IHHV�RU�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�SDLG�ZLWKRXW�FRXUW�
DSSURYDO� 
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An Introduction to Heirship  
+HLUVKLS�SURFHHGLQJV�HQDEOH�WKH�FRXUW�WR�GHFODUH�WKH�KHLUV�RI�D�
GHFHGHQW�ZKR� GLHV�ZLWKRXW� OHDYLQJ� D�:LOO� RU� GLHV� OHDYLQJ� D�
:LOO�ZKLFK� IDLOV� WR�GLVSRVH�RI�DOO�RI�KLV�SURSHUW\�� �7KH�KHLU�
VKLS�DOVR�DOORFDWHV�WKH�VKDUH�RI�FRPPXQLW\�SURSHUW\��VHSDUDWH�
UHDO� SURSHUW\�� DQG� VHSDUDWH� SHUVRQDO� SURSHUW\� WR� ZKLFK� HDFK�
KHLU�LV�HQWLWOHG���7KRXJK�DQ�KHLUVKLS�FDQ�EH�D�VWDQG-DORQH�SUR�
FHHGLQJ� WR�SDVV� WLWOH�� LW� LV�PRVW�RIWHQ�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�DQ�DG�
PLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HVWDWH��� 
$SSOLFDWLRQ�WR�'HWHUPLQH�+HLUVKLS 
7KH�ILUVW�VWHS�LQ�DQ�KHLUVKLS�LV�WR�ILOH�DQ�$SSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�'HWHU�
PLQDWLRQ� RI� +HLUVKLS�� � 7KRVH� ZKR� PD\� EHJLQ� KHLUVKLS� SUR�
FHHGLQJV�PXVW�EH�DQ�LQWHUHVWHG�SHUVRQ�DQG�LQFOXGH� 
· 7KH�SHUVRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�HVWDWH� 
· $�SHUVRQ�FODLPLQJ�WR�EH�D�FUHGLWRU�RU�WKH�RZQHU�RI�D�SRU�

WLRQ�RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�HVWDWH� 
· $�SHUVRQ� UHSUHVHQWLQJ� D�SHUVRQ�FODLPLQJ�RZQHUVKLS�RI� D�

SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW¶V�HVWDWH�DV�JXDUGLDQ�RU�QH[W�IULHQG� 
· 7KH�JXDUGLDQ�RI�DQ�HVWDWH�IRU�D�GHFHGHQW�ZKR�ZDV�D�ZDUG��

VR� ORQJ�DV� WKH�SURFHHGLQJ� LV�FRPPHQFHG�DQG�PDLQWDLQHG�
LQ� WKH� SUREDWH� FRXUW� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� SURFHHGLQJV� IRU� WKH�
JXDUGLDQVKLS�RI�WKH�HVWDWH�ZHUH�SHQGLQJ�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�
GHFHGHQW¶V�GHDWK� 

· $� SDUW\� VHHNLQJ� WKH� DSSRLQWPHQW� RI� DQ� LQGHSHQGHQW� DG�
PLQLVWUDWRU��RU 

· 7KH�7UXVWHH�RI�D� WUXVW�KROGLQJ�DVVHWV� IRU� WKH�EHQHILW�RI�D�
GHFHGHQW� 

$Q�$SSOLFDWLRQ�WR�'HWHUPLQH�+HLUVKLS�PXVW�LQFOXGH�WKH�GHFH�
GHQW¶V� QDPH�� DORQJ� ZLWK� WKH� GDWH� DQG� SODFH� RI� GHFHGHQW¶V�
GHDWK���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�PXVW�VWDWH�WKH�QDPHV�DQG�
DGGUHVVHV�RI�DOO�KHLUV��DV�ZHOO�DV�HDFK�KHLU¶V�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�
GHFHGHQW� DQG� WKHLU� LQWHUHVW� LQ� WKH� HVWDWH�� � 7KH� $SSOLFDWLRQ�
PXVW�DOVR�GHOLQHDWH�ZKHWKHU� WKH�GHFHGHQW�GLHG� WHVWDWH��DQG� LI�
VR��WKH�GLVSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�HVWDWH���)LQDOO\��WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�ZLOO�

LQFOXGH�D�JHQHUDO�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�DOO�SURSHUW\�EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�
HVWDWH�RU�KHOG�LQ�D�WUXVW��LI�DSSOLFDEOH���,QFOXGHG�ZLWK�WKH�$S�
SOLFDWLRQ�PXVW�EH�D�YHULILFDWLRQ�� VLJQHG�E\� WKH� DSSOLFDQW� DQG�
QRWDUL]HG�� VWDWLQJ� WKDW� DOO� LQIRUPDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� $SSOLFDWLRQ� LV�
WUXH�DQG�FRUUHFW�DQG�QRWKLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�RPLWWHG� 
$WWRUQH\�$G�/LWHP 
:LWK�WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�'HWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�+HLUVKLS��WKH�DSSOL�
FDQW�VKRXOG�ILOH�D�0RWLRQ�IRU�WKH�$SSRLQWPHQW�RI�$WWRUQH\�$G�
/LWHP���7KH�FRXUW�UHTXLUHV�WKLV�0RWLRQ�WR�DSSRLQW�DQ�DWWRUQH\�
WR� UHSUHVHQW� WKH� LQWHUHVWV� RI� DQ\� KHLUV� ZKRVH� QDPHV� DQG�RU�
ORFDWLRQV�PD\�EH�XQNQRZQ�� �7KH�FRXUW�PD\�DOVR�XWLOL]H�VXFK�
DWWRUQH\�WR�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�DQ\�LQFDSDFLWDWHG�KHLUV�RI�
DQ�HVWDWH� 
6HUYLFH�RI�&LWDWLRQ�DQG�3XEOLFDWLRQ 
$IWHU� ILOLQJ� WKH�$SSOLFDWLRQ�� DOO� NQRZQ�KHLUV�PXVW�EH� VHUYHG�
ZLWK� FLWDWLRQ� WKURXJK� WKH� FOHUN¶V� RIILFH� E\� FHUWLILHG� PDLO���
(DFK�KHLU�PXVW�EH�VHUYHG�LQGLYLGXDOO\�LI�WKH\�DUH����\HDUV�RI�
DJH�RU�ROGHU�� � ,I�DQ�KHLU� LV�\RXQJHU� WKDQ����\HDUV�RI�DJH�� WKH�
DSSOLFDQW�PD\�VHUYH�D�SDUHQW�RU�JXDUGLDQ�RI�WKH�FKLOG���,I�DQ\�
KHLUV�FKRRVH�WR�ZDLYH�VHUYLFH�RI�FLWDWLRQ�� WKH\�PD\�GR�VR�E\�
ILOLQJ�D�ZDLYHU�ZLWK�WKH�FOHUN¶V�RIILFH�DQG�VHUYLFH�ZLOO�QRW�EH�
UHTXLUHG� 
6HUYLFH� E\� SXEOLFDWLRQ� LV� UHTXLUHG� E\� ODZ� LQ� DQ� KHLUVKLS� VR�
WKDW�DQ\�XQNQRZQ�KHLUV�PD\�EH�PDGH�DZDUH�RI� WKH�SURFHHG�
LQJV���7KH�DSSOLFDQW�ZLOO�SXEOLVK�D�QRWLFH�LQ�D�ORFDO�QHZVSDSHU�
RU� RWKHU� SXEOLFDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� FRXQW\� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH� SURFHHGLQJV�
DUH�EHLQJ�KHOG��DQG�DOVR�WKH�FRXQW\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�GHFHGHQW�ODVW�
UHVLGHG��LI�GLIIHUHQW� 
$IILGDYLW�RI�6HUYLFH�DQG�&LWDWLRQ 
$IWHU�HDFK�KHLU�KDV�EHHQ�VHUYHG�RU�KDV�ILOHG�D�:DLYHU�RI�6HU�
YLFH�RI�&LWDWLRQ��WKH�DSSOLFDQW�ZLOO�ILOH�DQ�$IILGDYLW�RI�6HUYLFH�
RI�&LWDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�FOHUN�� �6XFK�$IILGDYLW�ZLOO�VWDWH� WKDW� WKH�
FLWDWLRQ�ZDV�VHUYHG��WKH�QDPH�RI�HDFK�SHUVRQ�ZKR�ZDV�VHUYHG��
DQG�WKH�QDPH�RI�HDFK�SHUVRQ�ZKR�KDV�ZDLYHG�VHUYLFH��� 

HEIRSHIPS 
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7KH� $IILGDYLW� ZLOO� DOVR� LQFOXGH� FRSLHV� RI� DOO� FLWDWLRQV� WKDW�
ZHUH�VHUYHG�DQG�SURRI�RI�GHOLYHU\�RI�VHUYLFH�� �7KLV�$IILGDYLW�
LV�YHU\� LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH� WKH�FRXUW�FDQQRW�HQWHU�D�-XGJPHQW�
'HFODULQJ�+HLUVKLS�XQWLO�WKH�$IILGDYLW�LV�ILOHG�� 
7KH�$WWRUQH\�$G�/LWHP 
7KH�FRXUW�VKDOO�DSSRLQW�DQ�$WWRUQH\�$G�/LWHP�LQ�D�SURFHHGLQJ�
WR� GHFODUH� KHLUVKLS� WR� UHSUHVHQW� WKH� LQWHUHVWV� RI� KHLUV� ZKRVH�
QDPHV�RU� ORFDWLRQV�DUH�XQNQRZQ��7KH�FRXUW�PD\�H[SDQG� WKH�
DSSRLQWPHQW�RI�WKH�$WWRUQH\�$G�/LWHP�WR�LQFOXGH�UHSUHVHQWD�
WLRQ�RI�DQ�LQFDSDFLWDWHG�KHLU�RQ�D�ILQGLQJ�WKDW�WKH�DSSRLQWPHQW�
LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�KHLU��3URFHHGLQJV�WR�
GHFODUH�KHLUVKLSV�PRVW�FRPPRQO\�UHVXOW�ZKHQ�D�GHFHGHQW�GLHV�
LQWHVWDWH��EXW�KHLUVKLSV�PD\�EH�DOVR�EH�XVHG�ZKHQ�D�ZLOO�IDLOV�
WR�GLVSRVH�RI�DOO�SURSHUW\�RI�WKH�GHFHGHQW�RU�ZKHQ�D�7UXVWHH�RI�
D� WUXVW� PXVW� GHWHUPLQH� WKH� KHLUV� RI� D� GHFHDVHG� EHQHILFLDU\��
7KRXJK� WKH� DWWRUQH\� DG� OLWHP� LQ� DQ� KHLUVKLS� UHSUHVHQWV� XQ�
NQRZQ�KHLUV�DQG�VHHPLQJO\�UHSRUWV�RQO\� WR� WKH�FRXUW�DQG�KLV�
RZQ�FRQVFLHQFH��KH�PXVW�UHSUHVHQW�VXFK�FOLHQWV�ZLWK�WHQDFLW\�
DQG�JRRG�MXGJPHQW��� 
7KH�+HDULQJ� 
$IWHU� WKH� DERYH-OLVWHG�GRFXPHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�DFFHSWHG�E\� WKH�
FRXUW��D�KHDULQJ�ZLOO�EH�VHW�IRU�WKH�FRXUW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�KHLUVKLS���
)RU� H[SHGLHQF\�� WKH� FRXUW� ZLOO� RIWHQ� FRPELQH� WKH� KHLUVKLS�
KHDULQJ�ZLWK�WKH�KHDULQJ�RQ�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HVWDWH����� 
)RU� WKH�KHDULQJ�� WKH�$WWRUQH\�$G�/LWHP�ZLOO� FRQWDFW� DW� OHDVW�
WZR� GLVLQWHUHVWHG�ZLWQHVVHV��ZKRVH� FRQWDFW� LQIRUPDWLRQ� \RXU�
DWWRUQH\� SURYLGHV� WR� WKH�$WWRUQH\�$G�/LWHP�� �7KH�ZLWQHVVHV�
PXVW�KDYH�SHUVRQDO�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�KHLUV�DQG�IDPLO\�KLVWRU\�
RI� WKH� GHFHGHQW�� � 7KH� DSSOLFDQW¶V� DWWRUQH\� DQG� WKH�$WWRUQH\�
$G�/LWHP�ZLOO�TXHVWLRQ�WKH�ZLWQHVVHV�DW�WKH�KHDULQJ��$IWHU�WKH�
WHVWLPRQ\� LV� FRPSOHWH�� DQG� SURYLGHG� WKH� MXGJH� KDV� WKH� HYL�
GHQFH� WR� VXSSRUW� D� GHWHUPLQDWLRQ� RI� KHLUVKLS�� WKH� MXGJH�ZLOO�
HQWHU�D�-XGJPHQW�'HFODULQJ�+HLUVKLS�DQG�GLVFKDUJH�WKH�$WWRU�
QH\�$G�/LWHP�� �7KH�DSSOLFDQW� VKRXOG�EH�SUHSDUHG� WR�SD\� WKH�
$WWRUQH\�$G�/LWHP�KLV�IHHV�RQ�WKH�GDWH�RI�WKH�KHDULQJ���7\SL�
FDO�IHHV�UDQJH�EHWZHHQ������DQG������� 

Intestate Distribution in Texas—Special Rules 
,QWHVWDWH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�SODQV�DUH�VHW�RXW�JUDSKLFDOO\�LQ�SDJHV����
DQG����KHUHLQ���6HW�RXW�EHORZ�DUH�VSHFLDO�UXOHV�WR�NHHS�LQ�PLQG�
ZKHQ� GHWHUPLQLQJ� WKH� GLVWULEXWLRQ� SODQ� RI� DQ� LQWHVWDWH� GHFH�
GHQW� 
'LVWULEXWLRQ�:KHQ�&KLOG�3UHGHFHDVHV�3DUHQW 
,Q�7H[DV��LI�VRPH�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�SUHGHFHDVH�WKH�LQWHVWDWH�GH�
FHGHQW�DQG�DW� OHDVW�RQH�FKLOG� VXUYLYHV� WKH� LQWHVWDWH�GHFHGHQW��
WKHQ�HDFK�GHVFHQGDQW�RI�D�FKLOG�ZKR�SUHGHFHDVHV�WKH�LQWHVWDWH�
GHFHGHQW�LV�HQWLWOHG�WR�D�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQWHVWDWH�GHFHGHQW¶V�
HVWDWH�� � (DFK� VXFK� GHVFHQGDQW� VKDUHV� LQ� RQO\� WKDW� SRUWLRQ� RI�
WKH�SURSHUW\�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�SDUHQW�WKURXJK�ZKRP�WKH�GHVFHQG�
DQW� LQKHULWV�ZRXOG�EH�HQWLWOHG� LI� WKDW�SDUHQW�KDG�VXUYLYHG� WKH�
GHFHGHQW��,I�DOO�RI�DQ�LQWHVWDWH�GHFHGHQW¶V�FKLOGUHQ�SUHGHFHDVH�
KLP�� WKHQ� WKH� JUDQGFKLOGUHQ� RI� VXFK� GHFHGHQW� WDNH� HTXDO�
VKDUHV��� 
:KR�LV�D�&KLOG�XQGHU�7H[DV�/DZ" 
,Q�7H[DV��IRU�SXUSRVHV�RI�LQKHULWDQFH��D�FKLOG�LV�WKH�FKLOG�RI�D�
ELRORJLFDO� IDWKHU� LI����� WKH�FKLOG� LV�ERUQ�XQGHU�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�
ZKLFK�FUHDWH�D�SUHVXPSWLRQ�RI�SDWHUQLW\�����WKH�FKLOG�LV�DGMX�
GLFDWHG� WR� EH� WKH� FKLOG� RI� WKH� IDWKHU� E\� FRXUW� GHFUHH�� ��� WKH�
FKLOG�ZDV�DGRSWHG�E\� WKH�FKLOG
V� IDWKHU��RU���� WKH�IDWKHU�H[H�
FXWHG� DQ� DFNQRZOHGJPHQW� RI� SDWHUQLW\�� $� FKLOG� GHVFULEHG�
DERYH�PD\� LQKHULW� IURP�DQG� WKURXJK�KLV�RU�KHU�SDWHUQDO�NLQ�
GUHG�� (YHQ� LI� D� FKLOG� GRHV� QRW� PHHW� WKH� FULWHULD� GHVFULEHG�
DERYH��KH�RU�VKH�PD\�SHWLWLRQ�WKH�SUREDWH�FRXUW�IRU�D�GHWHUPL�
QDWLRQ�RI�LQKHULWDQFH�ULJKWV�IURP�D�GHFHGHQW�� 
,Q�DGGLWLRQ��7H[DV�KDV�ORQJ�UHFRJQL]HG� WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�DGRS�
WLRQ�E\�HVWRSSHO��0RGHUQ�7H[DV�FRXUWV�KDYH�KHOG�WKDW�D�FKLOG¶V�
NQRZLQJ�UHOLDQFH�RQ�DQ�DJUHHPHQW�WR�DGRSW�LV�XQQHFHVVDU\�DV�
WKH�FKLOG¶V�EHOLHI�LQ�KLV�RU�KHU�VWDWXV�DV�D�³FKLOG´�LV�HQRXJK�WR�
VXSSRUW�D�FODLP�RI�DGRSWLRQ�E\�HVWRSSHO�� �$�SHUVRQ�FODLPLQJ�
WR�EH�D�FKLOG�XQGHU�WKH�GRFWULQH�RI�DGRSWLRQ�E\�HVWRSSHO�LQKHU�
LWV�RQO\�IURP�WKH�GHFHGHQW�SXUSRUWLQJ�WR�EH�WKH�FKLOG¶V�SDUHQW�
DQG�QRW�WKURXJK�WKH�SDUHQW�� 
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Descent and Distribution for Texas Domiciliary Dying Without Leaving a Will 

 

Married Decedent with all Children Born or Adopted by Decedent and Decedent’s Spouse 

INTESTATE DISTRIBUTION 
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Married Decedent without Surviving Descend-
ants, Parents, Siblings, or Descendants of Siblings 

 

Unmarried Decedent with  
Surviving Descendants 

Married Decedent with at Least One Child Born or Adopted by Decedent  

and Person Other Than Decedent’s Spouse 



   

   

Descent and Distribution for Texas Domiciliary Dying Without Leaving a Will 

INTESTATE DISTRIBUTION 
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%RWK�3DUHQWV�6XUYLYLQJ 2QH�3DUHQW�6XUYLYLQJ 2QO\�6LEOLQJV�6XUYLYLQJ 

Unmarried Decedent without Descendants  

Married Decedent without Descendants 

%RWK�3DUHQWV�6XUYLYLQJ 

2QH�3DUHQW�6XUYLYLQJ 

 

2QH�3DUHQW�6XUYLYLQJ�DQG�1R�6LEOLQJV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1R�6XUYLYLQJ�3DUHQW 

6HSDUDWH�5HDO�3URSHUW\ $OO�2WKHU�3URSHUW\ 

1R�6XUYLYLQJ�3DUHQW�DQG�1R�6LEOLQJV 

dŚĞ�ĚĞƐĐĞŶĚĂŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐŚŝůĚ�Žƌ�ƐŝďůŝŶŐ�ǁŚŽ�ƉƌĞĚĞĐĞĂƐĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĐĞĚĞŶƚ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƌƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƉƌĞĚĞĐĞĂƐĞĚ�ĐŚŝůĚ�
Žƌ�ƐŝďůŝŶŐ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚŝůĚ�Žƌ�ƐŝďůŝŶŐ�ƐƵƌǀŝǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĐĞĚĞŶƚ͘��/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǀĞŶƚ�Ă�ǁŚŽůĞ�ďůŽŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ŚĂůĨ�ďůŽŽĚ�ƐŝďůŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞ�ŚĞŝƌƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĚĞĐĞͲ
ĚĞŶƚ͕�ĞĂĐŚ�ŚĂůĨ�ďůŽŽĚ�ƐŝďůŝŶŐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞƐ�Ă�ƉŽƌƟŽŶ�ĞƋƵĂů�ƚŽ�ŽŶĞ-ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƌĞƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǁŚŽůĞ�ďůŽŽĚ�ƐŝďůŝŶŐ͘ 



What is a Fiduciary? 
$�ILGXFLDU\�LV�D�SHUVRQ�RU�LQVWLWXWLRQ�ZKLFK�KDV�D�FRQILGHQWLDO��
OHJDO��RU�HWKLFDO� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�D�SHUVRQ�RU�D�JURXS�� �$V�D�
UHVXOW�RI� VXFK�UHODWLRQVKLS�� WKH� ILGXFLDU\�PXVW�DFW� LQ� WKH�EHVW�
LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ�RU�JURXS�WR�ZKRP�KH�RZHV�D�ILGXFLDU\�
GXW\���:KHQ�D�SHUVRQ�RU�LQVWLWXWLRQ�DVVXPHV�WKH�UROH�RI�([HFX�
WRU��$GPLQLVWUDWRU��RU�7UXVWHH��WKH\�DUH�HQWUXVWHG�ZLWK�WKH�FDUH�
RI�PRQH\�RU�SURSHUW\�DQG�RZH�D�KRVW�RI�GXWLHV�WR�WKH�EHQHIL�
FLDULHV�RQ�ZKRVH�EHKDOI�WKH\�VHUYH��� 

What are Fiduciary Duties? 
$�ILGXFLDU\�GXW\�LV�DQ�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�DFW�LQ�WKH�EHVW�LQWHUHVWV�RI�
DQRWKHU�SDUW\���$�ILGXFLDU\�LV�KHOG�WR�KLJK�VWDQGDUGV�RI�OR\DOW\��
FDUH��KRQHVW\��DQG�IXOO�GLVFORVXUH� 
'XW\�RI�/R\DOW\ 
,W�LV�WKH�GXW\�RI�WKH�ILGXFLDU\�WR�DGPLQLVWHU�WKH�HVWDWH�VROHO\�LQ�
WKH�EHVW�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKH�EHQHILFLDULHV��7KH�ILGXFLDU\�PXVW�PLQ�
LPL]H� RU� DYRLG� FRQIOLFWV� RI� LQWHUHVW� DQG� KROG� WKH� LQWHUHVWV� RI�
WKH�EHQHILFLDULHV�DERYH�KLV�RZQ� 
'XW\�QRW�WR�'HOHJDWH 
7KH�ILGXFLDU\�LV�XQGHU�DQ�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�SHUVRQDOO\�DGPLQLVWHU�
WKH� HVWDWH� DQG� LV� XQGHU� D� GXW\� QRW� WR� GHOHJDWH� WR� RWKHUV� DFWV�
WKDW� WKH� ILGXFLDU\� VKRXOG� SHUVRQDOO\� SHUIRUP�� OLNH� HQJDJLQJ��
DWWRUQH\V� DQG� RWKHU� SURIHVVLRQDOV�� RSHQLQJ� D� EDQN� DFFRXQW��
FROOHFWLQJ�DVVHWV��RYHUVHHLQJ�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�LQYHVWPHQWV��
DQG� DSSURYLQJ� RU� UHMHFWLQJ� FODLPV�� � 1DWXUDOO\�� WKH� ILGXFLDU\�
PD\�GHOHJDWH�SURIHVVLRQDO�WDVNV�VXFK�DV�WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�WD[�
UHWXUQV�WR�D�SURIHVVLRQDO� 
'XW\�WR�.HHS�DQG�5HQGHU�$FFRXQWV 
$� ILGXFLDU\� LV� XQGHU� D� GXW\� WR� WKH� EHQHILFLDULHV� WR� NHHS� IXOO�
DQG�DFFXUDWH�DFFRXQWV��DQG�D�EHQHILFLDU\�KDV� WKH�ULJKW� WR�GH�
PDQG�DFFRXQWLQJV�DV�VHW�RXW�LQ�WKH�(VWDWHV�&RGH�RU�XQGHU�WKH��
GHFHGHQW¶V�:LOO� 
'XW\�WR�)XUQLVK�,QIRUPDWLRQ 
$�ILGXFLDU\�LV�XQGHU�D�FRPPRQ�ODZ�GXW\�WR�WKH�EHQHILFLDULHV�

DW�UHDVRQDEOH�WLPHV�WR�JLYH�FRPSOHWH�DQG�DFFXUDWH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�HVWDWH�� 
'XW\�WR�([HUFLVH�5HDVRQDEOH�&DUH�DQG�6NLOO� 
$�ILGXFLDU\�LV�XQGHU�D�GXW\�LQ�DGPLQLVWHULQJ�DQ�HVWDWH�WR�H[HU�
FLVH� WKH� VDPH� FDUH� DQG� VNLOO� DV� D�PDQ� RI� RUGLQDU\� SUXGHQFH�
ZRXOG�XVH�LQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�KLV�RZQ�SURSHUW\�� 
'XW\�WR�7DNH�DQG�5HWDLQ�&RQWURO�RI�(VWDWH�3URSHUW\ 
$�ILGXFLDU\�PXVW�XVH�WKH�VDPH�FDUH�DQG�VNLOO�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�RI�
RUGLQDU\�SUXGHQFH�ZRXOG�XVH�WR�SUHVHUYH�HVWDWH�SURSHUW\� 
'XW\�WR�(QIRUFH�&ODLPV 
$�ILGXFLDU\�LV�XQGHU�D�GXW\�WR�WDNH�UHDVRQDEOH�DFWLRQV�WR�FRO�
OHFW�FODLPV�WKDW�DUH�GXH�WR�WKH�HVWDWH�� 
'XW\�WR�'HIHQG 
7KH�ILGXFLDU\�LV�XQGHU�D�GXW\�WR�GR�ZKDW�LV�UHDVRQDEOH��XQGHU�
WKH� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� WR� GHIHQG� DFWLRQV� E\� WKLUG� SDUWLHV� DJDLQVW�
WKH�HVWDWH�� 
'XW\�WR�$YRLG�&R-0LQJOLQJ�RI�)XQGV 
7KH�ILGXFLDU\�KDV�D�GXW\�WR�NHHS�HVWDWH�SURSHUW\�VHSDUDWH�IURP�
RWKHU�SURSHUW\��DQG�WR�SURSHUO\�GHVLJQDWH�LW�DV�HVWDWH�SURSHUW\��
1RW�RQO\�LV� LW� WKH�ILGXFLDU\
V�GXW\�WR�NHHS�WKH�HVWDWH�SURSHUW\�
VHSDUDWH� IURP� WKH� ILGXFLDU\
V� RZQ�SURSHUW\�� EXW� DOVR� WR� NHHS�
WKDW�SURSHUW\�VHSDUDWH�IURP�RWKHU�HVWDWHV�RU�WUXVWV�WKH�ILGXFLDU\�
PD\�DGPLQLVWHU�� 
'XW\�ZLWK�5HVSHFW�WR�,QYHVWPHQWV 
%HFDXVH� D�SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH¶V�SULPDU\� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� LV�
WR�FROOHFW�HVWDWH�DVVHWV��SD\�FUHGLWRUV��DQG�GLVWULEXWH�WKH�HVWDWH��
WKH�SHUVRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�ZLOO�QRW�W\SLFDOO\�DFWLYHO\�PDQDJH�
LQYHVWPHQWV�� 7KH� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� FDQQRW� LJQRUH� WKH�
LQYHVWPHQWV��KRZHYHU��DV�KH�RU�VKH�GRHV�KDYH�WKH�GXW\�WR�SUH�
VHUYH�HVWDWH�SURSHUW\���,I�WKH�DVVHWV�RI�WKH�HVWDWH�UHTXLUH�DFWLYH�
PDQDJHPHQW� LQ� RUGHU� WR� SUHVHUYH� YDOXH�� RU� ZKHQ� WKH� HVWDWH�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZLOO� FRQWLQXH� IRU� D� OHQJWK\� WLPH�� WKH�SHUVRQDO�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� VKRXOG� RYHUVHH� WKH�PDQDJHPHQW� UHTXLUHG� LQ� D�
SUXGHQW�PDQQHU�� 

SERVING AS A FIDUCIARY 
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'XW\�WR�7UHDW�%HQHILFLDULHV�,PSDUWLDOO\ 
:KHQ� WKHUH� DUH�PXOWLSOH� EHQHILFLDULHV� RI� DQ� HVWDWH�� LW� LV� WKH�
GXW\�RI�WKH�ILGXFLDU\�WR�GHDO�LPSDUWLDOO\�DPRQJ�WKH�EHQHILFLDU�
LHV�� $� ILGXFLDU\� PD\� IDFH� WD[� HOHFWLRQV� DQG� RWKHU� VLWXDWLRQV�
WKDW�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�FDUHIXO�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�LPSDUWLDOLW\�� 
'XW\�ZLWK�5HVSHFW�WR�&R-)LGXFLDULHV 
8QOHVV�WKH�:LOO�SURYLGHV�RWKHUZLVH��DOO�ILGXFLDULHV�DUH�XQGHU�D�
GXW\� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH� HVWDWH� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�� 7KHUHIRUH�� D�
ILGXFLDU\� FDQQRW� SURSHUO\� GHOHJDWH� WKH� DFWV� UHTXLUHG� RI� WKH�
ILGXFLDU\�WR�FR-ILGXFLDULHV���,W�LV�DOVR�WKH�GXW\�RI�D�ILGXFLDU\�WR�
XVH�UHDVRQDEOH�FDUH�WR�SUHYHQW�RWKHU�ILGXFLDULHV�IURP�FRPPLW�
WLQJ�D�EUHDFK�RI�WUXVW���3XUVXDQW�WR�7H[DV�ODZ��DQ\�([HFXWRU�RU�
$GPLQLVWUDWRU�FDQ�DFW�DORQH�WR�ELQG�WKH�HVWDWH��H[FHSW�WKDW�DOO�
([HFXWRUV�PXVW�H[HFXWH�DQ\�FRQYH\DQFH�RI�UHDO�HVWDWH��1RQH�
WKHOHVV�� &R-([HFXWRUV� DQG� &R-$GPLQLVWUDWRUV� VKRXOG� DFW� LQ�
FRQFHUW�ZKHQHYHU�SRVVLEOH�� 

When Should an Accounting be Filed? 
,Q� GHSHQGHQW� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV�� $QQXDO� $FFRXQWLQJV� PXVW� EH�
ILOHG��DQG�ZKHQ�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LV�WR�EH�FORVHG��D�)LQDO�$F�
FRXQWLQJ�PXVW�EH�ILOHG�ZLWK�WKH�FRXUW���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��LQ�DQ�LQGH�
SHQGHQW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��DQ\�SHUVRQ�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�DQ�HVWDWH�PD\�
GHPDQG�DQ�DFFRXQWLQJ� IURP� WKH�SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�DIWHU�
WKH�H[SLUDWLRQ�RI����PRQWKV�IURP�WKH�LVVXDQFH�RI�/HWWHUV�7HV�
WDPHQWDU\�RU�/HWWHUV�RI� ,QGHSHQGHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��)LQDOO\��
RQFH� DQ� HVWDWH� KDV� EHHQ� IXOO\� DGPLQLVWHUHG�� WD[HV� KDYH� EHHQ�
SDLG��DQG�WKH�GLVWULEXWHHV�RI�WKH�HVWDWH�DUH�LQ�UHFHLSW�RI�HVWDWH�
DVVHWV�� D� SHUVRQDO� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� VHUYLQJ� LQGHSHQGHQWO\� PD\�
VHHN�D�MXGLFLDO�GLVFKDUJH�YLD�D�GHFODUDWRU\�MXGJPHQW�DQG�SD\�
IURP� HVWDWH� DVVHWV� OHJDO� IHHV�� H[SHQVHV�� DQG� RWKHU� FRVWV� LQ�
FXUUHG� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR� VXFK� GHFODUDWRU\� MXGJPHQW�� � 2IWHQ�� WKH�
FRXUW�ZLOO� UHTXLUH� D� IXOO� DFFRXQWLQJ� RI� WKH� HVWDWH� WR� EH� ILOHG�
EHIRUH�JUDQWLQJ�D�MXGLFLDO�GLVFKDUJH��� 

Remedies for Breach of Fiduciary Duties 
:KHQ� EUHDFK� RI� WUXVW� DULVHV�� WKH� EHQHILFLDULHV� PD\� SXUVXH�

PHDVXUHV�WR�UHPHG\�WKH�EUHDFK�� �6XFK�UHPHGLHV�PD\� LQFOXGH�
UHPRYDO� ZLWKRXW� QRWLFH�� UHPRYDO� ZLWK� QRWLFH�� DQG� UHTXLULQJ�
WKH�ILGXFLDU\�WR�EH�ERQGHG���:KHQ�D�VHULRXV�EUHDFK�RFFXUV�DQG�
WKH� LQWHUHVWV� RI� WKH� EHQHILFLDULHV� DUH� GDPDJHG�� WKH� VXFFHVVRU�
ILGXFLDU\�RU�WKH�EHQHILFLDULHV�PD\�VHHN�WR�EH�PDGH�ZKROH�E\�
VXLQJ�RQ�WKH�ILGXFLDU\¶V�ERQG��LI�WKH�ILGXFLDU\�LV�ERQGHG��RU�E\�
VHHNLQJ�UHFRYHU\�IURP�WKH�ILGXFLDU\�GLUHFWO\� 

Under What Circumstances Can an Executor or 
Administrator be Removed? 
$Q�([HFXWRU�RU�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�PD\�EH�UHPRYHG�E\�WKH�SUREDWH�
FRXUW�ZKHQ� 
· 7KH�([HFXWRU�RU�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�FDQQRW�EH�VHUYHG�ZLWK�QR�

WLFH� EHFDXVH� WKHLU� ZKHUHDERXWV� DUH� XQNQRZQ�� WKH\� DUH�
HOXGLQJ�VHUYLFH��RU�WKH\�DUH�D�QRQ-UHVLGHQW�ZLWKRXW�D�GHV�
LJQDWHG�UHVLGHQW�DJHQW� 

· ,W�DSSHDUV�WR�WKH�FRXUW�WKDW�VXIILFLHQW�JURXQGV�H[LVW�WR�EH�
OLHYH�WKH�([HFXWRU�RU�$GPLQLVWUDWRU�KDV�RU�LV�DERXW�WR�PLV�
DSSO\�RU�HPEH]]OH�DOO�RU�SDUW�RI�HVWDWH�SURSHUW\��RU 

· 7KH�([HFXWRU�RU�$GPLQLVWUDWRU� 

¨ IDLOV�WR�TXDOLI\�LQ�WKH�WLPH�UHTXLUHG�E\�ODZ� 

¨ IDLOV� WR� ILOH� DQ� ,QYHQWRU\� RU�$IILGDYLW� LQ� /LHX� RI� ,Q�
YHQWRU\� ZLWKLQ� ��� GD\V� RI� TXDOLILFDWLRQ�� XQOHVV� H[�
WHQGHG�E\�FRXUW�RUGHU� 

¨ IDLOV�WR�ILOH�DQ�$FFRXQWLQJ�LI�UHTXLUHG�E\�ODZ� 

¨ IDLOV� WR�ILOH�DQ�$IILGDYLW�RI�1RWLFH�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�RI�
WKH�2UGHU�$GPLWWLQJ�:LOO� WR�3UREDWH� VWDWLQJ� WKDW� WKH�
UHTXLUHG�QRWLFH�WR�WKH�EHQHILFLDULHV�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH� 

¨ LV� SURYHQ� JXLOW\� RI� JURVV� PLVFRQGXFW� RU� JURVV� PLV�
PDQDJHPHQW�LQ�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�KLV�GXWLHV� 

¨ EHFRPHV� LQFDSDFLWDWHG� RU� LV� VHQWHQFHG� WR� D� SHQLWHQ�
WLDU\��RU 

¨ EHFRPHV� LQFDSDEOH�RI�SURSHUO\�SHUIRUPLQJ�KLV�GXWLHV�
GXH�WR�D�PDWHULDO�FRQIOLFW�RI�LQWHUHVW� 

SERVING AS A FIDUCIARY 
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Harris County  
Probate Courts 
����&DUROLQH�6WUHHW 
�WK�DQG��WK�)ORRUV 
+RXVWRQ��7H[DV������ 

Probate Court No. 1 
Honorable Jerry Simoneaux 
2IILFH�����-���-���� 
)D[�������-���-���� 

Probate Court No. 2 
Honorable Michael Newman 
2IILFH�����-���-���� 
)D[�������-���-�������� 

Probate Court No. 3 
Honorable Jason Cox 
2IILFH�����-���-���� 
)D[�������-���-���� 

Probate Court No. 4 
Honorable James Horwitz 
2IILFH�����-���-���� 
)D[�������-���-���� 

67</(�2)�(67$7(��BBBBBBBBBBB��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB���� 

%(1(),&,$5,(6�(17,7/('�72�127,&(���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

'$7(�2)�'($7+�BBBBBBBBBBBBBB$332,170(17�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB48$/,),&$7,21��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

,19(1725<�$)),'$9,7�,1�/,(8�$)),'$9,7�2)�127,&(�72�%(1(),&,$5,(6�'8(�'$7(�BBBBBBBB 

1$0(�$1'�$''5(66�2)�$77251(<��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

1$0(�$1'�$''5(66�2)�&3$�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

27+(5�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

Harris County Clerk’s Office 
3UREDWH�'HSDUWPHQW 
3�2��%R[����� 
+RXVWRQ��7H[DV������-���� 
���������-���� 
KWWS���ZZZ�FFOHUN�KFW[�QHW 

 

Physical Address 
+DUULV�&RXQW\�&LYLO�&RXUWKRXVH 
����&DUROLQH���WK�)O��3UREDWH�'HSW� 
+RXVWRQ��7H[DV������ 

 

Judicial Branch  
Certification Commission 
����:����WK��6WH����� 
$XVWLQ��7;������ 
���������-���� 
2YHUVHHV� WKH� FHUWLILFDWLRQ�� UHJLVWUD�
WLRQ��DQG�OLFHQVLQJ�RI�JXDUGLDQV��FRXUW�
UHSRUWHUV�� FRXUW� UHSRUWHU� ILUPV�� SUR�
FHVV�VHUYHUV��DQG�OLFHQVHG�FRXUW�LQWHU�
SUHWHUV� 
 
 
 

Houston Volunteer Lawyers 
Association 
�����%DJE\��6XLWH�)/%����  
+RXVWRQ��7;������ 
0DLQ�����������-����� ,QWDNH��������
���-���� 
)D[�����������-���� 
(PDLO��LQIR#KYOS�RUJ 
 

Disability Rights Texas East 
Texas Regional Office 

�����0F*RZHQ��6XLWH���� 
+RXVWRQ��7;������ 
���������-������9RLFH� 
���������-������)D[� 
���������-������9LGHR�3KRQH� 
 
,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�UHJLRQDO�RIILFHV�DYDLO�
DEOH�DW�ZZZ�GISV�VWDWH�W[�XV� 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION & DATES TO REMEMBER 

9LVLW�XV�RQ�WKH�ZHE��KWWS���
ZZZ�FR�KDUULV�W[�XV�SUREDWH� 

INFORMATION AND CONTACTS 


